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TUNE IN TONIGHT by Kevin McDonough

BLUE HUMOR IN A RED STATE: RECALLING ANN RICHARDS


-- Smart, funny women are memorable. The documentary "All About Ann: Governor Richards of the Lone Star State" (9 p.m., HBO) takes an uncritical view of the feisty former governor of Texas. Richards championed progressive politics in a state better known for producing conservative stalwarts, including Tom DeLay, Ron Paul, Rick Perry and George W. Bush. 


"Ann" celebrates Richards' quotable humor as it follows her trajectory from Austin mother and housewife to a political professional who withstood withering attacks on her gender and on her public admission of her past alcoholism.


More love letter than history lesson, "Ann" offers a glimpse at the evolution of Texas politics and provides an interesting chapter (or footnote) in the saga of the Bush family dynasty. Richards died of cancer in 2006.


-- Joe and Ryan become reluctant collaborators and guests at a gruesome dinner party on the second season finale of "The Following" (9 p.m., Fox, TV-14). 


Fans of ultraviolent thrillers should also note that  "Bates Motel" (10 p.m., A&E, TV-14) is down to its last two episodes of season two. Sheriff Romero (Nestor Carbonell) pulls out all the stops to determine if Norman is really as guilty as he seems.


-- When you run a restaurant or hotel, online reviews are part of the landscape. Some people go out of their way to be rude, but sometimes a consensus of opinions emerges and you ignore that at your peril. Or, in the case of the owners of the Catskills Mountain Lodge, featured on tonight's "Hotel Impossible" (10 p.m., Travel, TV-PG), you take on the slings and arrows of outraged patrons and end up fanning the flames of bad publicity.


At first, "Impossible" host Anthony Melchiorri seems impressed by the upstate New York hotel's cleanliness and appearance. But upon further inspection, he discovers that the owners' do-it-yourself approach has left the place understaffed and terribly managed. Worse, he finds the resort's activity room better suited to a prison than a country getaway.


Melchiorri tempers his Type-A personality with a consistently rational approach, particularly when dealing with owners who might be a little too close to the problem. He brings in a new designer to collaborate with the staff to come up with a drastic plan to revive the lodge to attract new clients and appear in shows like "Hotel Impossible," which are dedicated to product placement and publicity. 


TONIGHT'S OTHER HIGHLIGHTS


-- Coaching a community college swim team can be murder on "Bones" (8 p.m., Fox, TV-14).


-- An ancient chariot springs to action on "Warehouse 13" (9 p.m., Syfy, TV-14). 


-- Andrew Zimmern explores the cuisine of Cartagena, Colombia, on "Bizarre Foods America" (9 p.m., Travel, TV-PG). 


-- A new case proves hypnotic on "Intelligence" (10 p.m., CBS, TV-14).


-- Czech-mate on "The Blacklist" (10 p.m., NBC, TV-14).


-- A biker vs. skater battle turns deadly on "Castle" (10 p.m., ABC, TV-PG).


-- Chris Paine's 2011 documentary "Revenge of the Electric Car" on "Independent Lens" (10 p.m., PBS, TV-PG, check local listings) glances at efforts to revive battery-powered vehicles in the teeth of the worldwide economic downturn. This is a sequel to Paine's 2006 film "Who Killed the Electric Car?" 


CULT CHOICE


Bill Murray and the late Harold Ramis co-star in the 1981 service comedy "Stripes" (9:40 p.m., Encore).


SERIES NOTES


The gals play the ponies on "2 Broke Girls" (8 p.m., CBS, TV-14) ... The top 10 perform on "The Voice" (8 p.m., NBC, TV-PG) ... "Dancing With the Stars" (8 p.m., ABC, TV-PG) ... Emery is kidnapped on "Star-Crossed" (8 p.m., CW, TV-PG) ... Kate has an encounter with a professional on "Friends With Better Lives" (8:30 p.m., CBS, TV-14).


Molly guards a secret about Carl on "Mike & Molly" (9 p.m., CBS, TV-14) ... The truth about the serum emerges on "The Tomorrow People" (9 p.m., CW, TV-PG) ... Too close for comfort on "The Big Bang Theory" (9:30 p.m., CBS, r, TV-PG). 


LATE NIGHT 


Mookie Wilson is scheduled on "The Daily Show With Jon Stewart" (11 p.m., Comedy Central) ... Chelsea Handler, Hugh Dancy and Cristela Alonzo appear on "Conan" (11 p.m., TBS) ... Giuliana Rancic, Bill Rancic, Ron Funches, Jen Kirkman and Brad Wollack are booked on "Chelsea Lately" (11 p.m., E!) ... Michael McFaul sits down on "The Colbert Report" (11:30 p.m., Comedy Central).


Joel McHale and Aloe Blacc appear on "Late Show With David Letterman" (11:35 p.m., CBS) ... Jimmy Fallon welcomes Emma Stone, Robinson Cano and Keith Urban on "The Tonight Show" (11:35 p.m., NBC) ... Jennifer Lopez, Elisabeth Moss and Sleepy Man Banjo Boys appear on "Jimmy Kimmel Live" (11:35 p.m., ABC). 


Daniel Radcliffe, Jessica St. Clair, Lennon Parham and Twenty One Pilots visit "Late Night With Seth Meyers" (12:35 a.m., NBC) ... Craig Ferguson hosts LL Cool J and Candice Accola on "The Late Late Show" (12:35 a.m., CBS).


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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