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BRITNEY MOVES TO THE DESERT ON E!


-- For those who pretend to care, Miley Cyrus appears to be the pop star of the year. She's executed a strategic campaign to destroy her "Hannah Montana" image and emerge as the most brazen exhibitionist of all time -- until the next one comes along. 


And what becomes of the shameless celebrity when she's no longer shocking? She moves to Las Vegas. "I Am Britney Jean" (9 p.m. Sunday, E!) documents the singer-celebrity Britney Spears' preparation for a two-year stint at a casino resort. 


I'm no expert on such things, but a permanent Vegas venue seems a settled-down choice for the 32-year-old performer. It's perhaps better suited to well-established acts, a place for Celine Dion or Garth Brooks to relax after decades of touring. What's next for Britney? Branson? 


-- Event programming continues with ABC's annual Christmas week broadcast of "The Sound of Music" (7 p.m. Sunday, TV-G). The network has been airing "Sound" for the holidays since 2002.


This year's broadcast gains special resonance, being the first since NBC's successful live presentation of the stage version of the Rodgers and Hammerstein musical, starring Carrie Underwood.


It's also the first since the death of Eleanor Parker on Dec. 9. Parker had a long and varied acting career, appearing in war movies and Westerns, comedies and dramas. She starred as the wife of Frank Sinatra's heroin-addicted musician in the controversial drama "The Man With the Golden Arm," and also appeared in the Sinatra comedy "A Hole in the Head." 


But most people know her only as the Baroness from "Sound," the beautiful, rich, slightly chilly would-be love interest for Christopher Plummer's Capt. von Trapp, until "a young lady ... who will never be a nun" stole his heart. 


-- A quarter-century after the tragedy, "The Lockerbie Bombing" (8 p.m. Saturday, Smithsonian) recalls the bombing of Pan Am Flight 103 over Lockerbie, Scotland, on Dec. 21, 1988. 


All 259 passengers and crew were killed, as were 11 on the ground. Debris was scattered over 845 square miles. "Lockerbie" includes archival footage from Scotland's STV News and interviews with local witnesses. It also chronicles the years of investigation into the bombing. 


Evidence eventually linked Col. Moammar Gadhafi's Libyan regime to the terror attacks, the worst on American citizens until Sept. 11, 2001. That same year, a Libyan intelligence officer was convicted in a Scottish court of planting the bomb that downed the airliner. Despite that trial, the eventual overthrow of Gaddafi and the passage of 25 years, many questions remain. 


-- Sundance will repeat all eight episodes of the superb and unsettling French miniseries "The Returned" (noon to 10 p.m. Sunday, TV-MA). Prepare to think about zombies in a whole new light. 


-- "On the Case With Paula Zahn" (10 p.m. Sunday, ID, TV-14) returns for a new season. First up: "Stabbed in the Heart." After finding a 44-year-old mother lying in a pool of blood, investigators are convinced that she was killed in a crime of passion. Few suspected that it would take more than 30 years for the dreadful truth to emerge. 


-- Colleagues recall the star best known for playing Tony Soprano on "James Gandolfini: Tribute to a Friend" (8:30 p.m. Sunday, HBO). 


SATURDAY'S HIGHLIGHTS


-- Minor characters in the Peanuts pantheon (Lucy and Linus' little brother, ReRun, and Snoopy's sibling, Spike) loom large in the 2003 holiday cartoon "I Want a Dog for Christmas, Charlie Brown" (8 p.m., ABC, TV-G). 


-- Holliday Grainger and Emile Hirsch star in the four-hour "Bonnie and Clyde" miniseries (8 p.m. and 10 p.m., A&E, TV-14).


-- On three consecutive helpings of "Anthony Bourdain: Parts Unknown" (CNN, r): Koreatown (8 p.m.), New Mexico (9 p.m) and Detroit (10 p.m.). 


-- A mystery woman becomes a suspect in a spate of heists on "Marvel's Agent of S.H.I.E.L.D." (9 p.m., ABC, r, TV-PG).


-- Critters frolic on "Too Cute!" (9 p.m., Animal Planet, TV-PG). 


-- Jeremy discovers how hard it is to clean the shark tanks at a New York aquarium on "Jobs That Bite!" (9 p.m., Nat Geo Wild, TV-PG).


-- Beleaguered neighborhood moms take a stand in the 2010 comedy "On Strike for Christmas" (10 p.m., Lifetime, TV-PG), starring Daphne Zuniga, David Sutcliffe and Julia Duffy.


-- Ben Stiller, Jamie Oliver, Martin Freeman and Rebecca Ferguson appear on "The Graham Norton Show" (10 p.m., BBC America, TV-14). 


-- Jimmy Fallon hosts "Saturday Night Live" (11:30 p.m., NBC, TV-14), featuring musical guest Justin Timberlake. 


SUNDAY'S HIGHLIGHTS


-- Scheduled on "60 Minutes" (7 p.m., CBS): National Security Adviser Susan Rice; a quarterback mentor who trains prospects as young as 8; a look at Colorado's marijuana legalization experiment. 


-- Stars of the cable series appear in the 2011 TV movie "Good Luck Charlie, It's Christmas!" (7 p.m., Disney XD, TV-G). 


-- The Philadelphia Eagles host the Chicago Bears on "Sunday Night Football" (8:20 p.m., NBC). 


-- The firm scrambles for new business on "The Good Wife" (8 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14).


-- Staff and family participate in the annual cricket match on "Downton Abbey" on "Masterpiece Classic" (9 p.m., PBS, TV-PG, r, check local listings).


-- Log poachers strike on "Ax Men" (9 p.m., History, TV-14). 


-- An ex-boyfriend tries to win over an old flame at her family home in the 2013 romance "Christmas on the Bayou" (9 p.m., Lifetime, TV-PG). 


-- Annie disbands her band on "Treme" (9 p.m., HBO, TV-MA).


-- Swedish-speaking patients complicate matters on "Getting On" (10 p.m., HBO, TV-MA). 


CULT CHOICE 


The spirit of a zoot-suit era gangster inhabits the body of a New Orleans law student in the 1976 fantasy "J.D.'s Revenge" (8 p.m. Saturday, Bounce, TV-14), starring Glynn Turman and Louis Gossett Jr.


SATURDAY SERIES


On two helpings of "Two and a Half Men" (CBS, TV-14, r): alone for the holidays (8 p.m.); Jaime Pressly guest-stars (8:30 p.m.) ... The music of the movies sets the agenda on "The Sing-Off" (8 p.m., NBC, r, TV-PG) ... To serve man on "Almost Human" (8 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14). 


Danny's misstep brings in the bomb squad on "Hawaii Five-0" (9 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... A series of killings has links to the FBI on "Bones" (9 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14).  


Mysteries, mostly murder on "48 Hours" (10 p.m., CBS) ... Paul Rudd hosts "Saturday Night Live" (10 p.m., NBC, r, TV-14) ... Death in the deep end on "Castle" (10 p.m., ABC, r, TV-PG). 


SUNDAY SERIES


Bob Costas hosts "Football Night in America" (7 p.m., NBC, TV-14) ... On two episodes of "The Simpsons" (Fox, r, TV-PG): Grandpa returns (8 p.m.), a freak snowstorm (8:30 p.m.). 


Peter narrates the Christmas story on "Family Guy" (9 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14) ... Death in the Diamond District on "The Mentalist" (9 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... An "Animation Domination" presentation of "Axe Cop" (9:30 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14) ... Sherlock focuses on Ennis on "Elementary" (10 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14).


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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