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'FLESH': A ZOMBIE SHOW TO EXERCISE THE GRAY MATTER


-- The whole zombie genre is open to interpretation. And there's plenty of time for contemplation because so much of the action is obvious, repetitive and slow. If you've seen one shuffling corpse get its brain bashed in, you've seen them all. The hugely popular "Walking Dead" can be viewed as a re-animated Western. It's a tale of hardy survivors making their way through a wilderness of "savages," whom they annihilate without remorse; there's no hint of the genocidal racism associated with cowboys-and-Indians shows of yore. 


The peculiarly original three-part miniseries "In the Flesh" (10 p.m., BBC America, TV-14) inverts such metaphors in fascinating ways. Set in a fictional modern-day England, "Flesh" envisions a world just recovering from a 2009 zombie uprising. Scientists have developed a drug treatment to "cure" the formerly rabid and reintegrate them into society.


"Flesh" focuses on Kieren Walker (Luke Newberry), a teen who, like most former zombies, is haunted by memories of his violent past. He can stay "clean" with daily injections and passes for one of the living with makeup and contact lenses that leave him looking like the star of an open-casket wake. 


The government and medical establishment call Kieren's condition "Partially Deceased Syndrome," or PDS. Those with bitter memories of the uprising and its carnage call them "Rotters"; many have gathered into quasi-religious bands of violent vigilantes called the Human Volunteer Force (HVF) to fight the reintegration of cured zombies into their communities. 


Unfortunately for Kieren, his parents live in a hotbed of HVF activity. And his beloved little sister, Jem (Harriet Cains), has joined the HVF's angry ranks.


So, in "Flesh," it's the living who surround houses, as the zombies did in "Night of the Living Dead," to besiege the formerly dead. But their fear is not entirely without justification. An Internet underground has formed among the PDS sufferers -- a movement to reject their cure and return to the passions of their unnatural state. 


This is just one of the original wrinkles in this engaging miniseries that trolls an inhuman subculture to explore the dark side of human nature. 


-- "Burn Notice" (9 p.m., USA, TV-PG) enters its seventh season. The show is a perfect example of the type of series the USA Network has used to build a dependable audience. This stable of light procedurals features sunny locations where everyone -- from doctors to cops to spies -- wears Hawaiian shirts. 


USA's new series "Graceland" (10 p.m., TV-14) follows, taking its exotic locale to a ridiculous extreme. The name "Graceland" refers to a beachfront safe house where agents for the FBI, Drug Enforcement Administration and U.S. Customs hang out undercover. 


And wouldn't you know it, they're all young, fit and gorgeous. It's "The Real World" with guns and a dash of "Point Break" thrown in. 


The pilot concludes with a fairly decent stakeout and a twist that sets up the premise for the series. But character development takes a backseat to beach house shenanigans and musical montages accompanying the surf and sand. 


-- Nine strangers compete for the title of "The Hero" (8 p.m., TNT, TV-PG), hosted by Dwayne Johnson. I lost count of how many times he repeats the word "America" in the 90-second intro. Like most things involving "The Rock," it's as subtle as a brick.


TONIGHT'S OTHER HIGHLIGHTS


-- On two episodes of the exceptionally horrible "Save Me" (NBC, TV-PG): parental authority (8 p.m.); clutter (8:30 p.m.). 


-- Contestants slave over a hot stove for the benefit of celebrities on "Hell's Kitchen" (8 p.m., Fox, TV-14).


-- A cabdriver becomes a "Person of Interest" (9 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14).


-- Game 1 of the 2013 NBA Finals (9 p.m., ABC). 


-- Sisterhood is stuck in neutral on "Parks and Recreation" (9:30 p.m., NBC, r, TV-PG).


-- Charlie and Kate collaborate on "Anger Management" (9:30 p.m., FX, TV-14).


-- Watson worries about Sherlock's recovery on "Elementary" (10 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14).


-- Gideon vows vengeance on "Hannibal" (10 p.m., NBC, TV-14), which was renewed for a second season. 


CULT CHOICE 


How have I gone 35 years without ever watching the 1978 musical "Grease" (7:30 p.m., AMC)? Easily.  


SERIES NOTES


Uncivil wars on "The Big Bang Theory" (8 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... Elena wants to graduate on "The Vampire Diaries" (8 p.m., CW, r, TV-14). 


Walden hides his assets on "Two and a Half Men" (8:30 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... Staircase woes on "The Office" (9 p.m., NBC, r, TV-14) ... Employees rat on each other on "Does Someone Have to Go?" (9 p.m., Fox, TV-14) ... Wrongly accused on "Beauty and the Beast" (9 p.m., CW, r, TV-14). 


LATE NIGHT


Danny McBride, Giada De Laurentiis and Capital Cities appear on "Conan" (11 p.m., TBS) ... Amy Adams, Mary McCormack, Kerri Kenney-Silver and Whitney Cummings are booked on "Chelsea Lately" (11 p.m., E!) ... Stephen King, John Mellencamp and T Bone Burnett sit down on "The Colbert Report" (11:30 p.m., Comedy Central).


Vince Vaughn and Queens of the Stone Age appear on "Late Show With David Letterman" (11:35 p.m., CBS) ... Jay Leno welcomes Henry Cavill, Jessica Buchanan, Erik Landemalm and She & Him on "The Tonight Show" (11:35 p.m., NBC) ... Jonah Hill appears on "Jimmy Kimmel Live" (11:35 p.m., ABC).  


Christopher Meloni, Cat Deeley and Broken Social Scene featuring Feist visit "Late Night With Jimmy Fallon" (12:35 a.m., NBC) ... Craig Ferguson hosts Betty White on "The Late Late Show" (12:35 a.m., CBS).


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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