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TUNE IN TONIGHT by Kevin McDonough

LATE NIGHT WARS: THE GEOGRAPHY OF COMEDY FAVORS KIMMEL


Is baton-passing a winter sport? NBC hands off "The Tonight Show" franchise (11:35 p.m., NBC) to Jimmy Fallon tonight. 


Fallon also moves "The Tonight Show" back to New York City, where it began in 1954 and where it was broadcast until Johnny Carson moved it to Burbank in 1972. 


If tonight's first guests are any indication, Fallon is playing it safe to keep Leno's audience: Will Smith and U2 could have appeared on Leno's show in 1992. 


It's no secret that Leno appealed to a broader and bigger audience with a safer, friendlier, less edgy approach. We now have Fallon and David Letterman projecting a New York vibe. Add to them Jon Stewart and Stephen Colbert. And you have Conan O'Brien, whose move to the West Coast has not diluted his Harvard Lampoon/"Simpsons" post-modern approach. And "Saturday Night Live" vet Seth Meyers joins the scrum next Monday when he takes over "Late Night." 


All of this adds up favorably for Jimmy Kimmel. Raised in Las Vegas, he appears at ease in Hollywood, and moreover, seems comfortable in his own skin.


With so much of his competition aiming their jokes east of the Hudson River, I predict that Kimmel will inherit Jay Leno's audience. 


-- Can a cute guy, born on the wrong side of the galaxy, find happiness in a high school filled with supermodels? That, with only slight exaggeration, is the essence of "Star-Crossed" (8 p.m., CW, TV-14), a new fantasy melodrama on a network dominated by vampires, teenagers and comic book superheroes. 


Way back in 2014, an alien spacecraft crashes in Baton Rouge, La. Before the authorities can round up all of the invaders, a sickly girl provides shelter for a lonely boy alien in her dad's backyard toolshed. But before this gets too "E.T.," the feds burst in, shoot the kid and we fast-forward 10 years into the future.


Now grown up and gorgeous, Emery (Aimee Teegarden, "Friday Night Lights") returns to high school after a long medical absence just in time to face "integration" with the Atrians, or aliens. Not to give too much away, but the cute boy survives to become a hottie named Roman (Matt Lanter, "90210"). 


"Star-Crossed" does a nice job of speculating about 2024 technology. High school students salute a holographic flag. Your snack machine knows your name and your dietary restrictions. The Atrians live in a locked-down compound that is a cross between a bohemian pedestrian mall and a squalid slum. 


Sure, "Star-Crossed" is purposefully preposterous and filled with far too many musical montages. But the high-octane hormonal high school setting brings a certain intensity to this promising hybrid of "District 9" and "West Side Story."


-- The documentary "Las Marthas" on "Independent Lens" (10 p.m., PBS, TV-PG, check local listings) examines a 116-year-old cultural tradition unique to the border town of Laredo, Texas. Every year a group of debutantes throw an 18th-century-style ball in celebration of Martha Washington. Many are Mexican-Americans with roots in Laredo that predate Texas itself. "We didn't cross the border," they explain. "The border crossed us."


TONIGHT'S OTHER HIGHLIGHTS


-- A couple of talking ducks deliver bakery goods in the new cartoon series "Breadwinners" (7:30 p.m., Nickelodeon, TV-Y7), debuting as a Saturday morning cartoon on Feb. 22.


-- Olympics coverage (8 p.m., NBC) includes: figure skating, snowboarding, freestyle skiing and ski jumping.


-- A "smart home" gets nasty on "Almost Human" (8 p.m., Fox, TV-14).


-- Joe adjusts on "The Following" (9 p.m., Fox, TV-14).


-- "Antiques Roadshow" (8 p.m., PBS, TV-G, check local listings) visits Baton Rouge, La.


-- "Worst Cooks in America" (9 p.m., Food, TV-G) try not to ruin pizza.


-- Tiny robots strike on "Intelligence" (10 p.m., CBS, TV-14).


-- A suspect with special powers emerges on "Castle" (10 p.m., ABC, TV-PG).


CULT CHOICE


A con man (Robert Preston) bamboozles a wholesome town into outfitting a marching band in the 1962 musical "The Music Man" (10 p.m., TCM).


SERIES NOTES


Barney's in a bind on "How I Met Your Mother" (8 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... Mooning in Miami on "The Bachelor" (8 p.m., ABC, TV-14) ... Han needs help on "2 Broke Girls" (8:30 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14).


Molly wants to write on "Mike & Molly" (9 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... Vincent has regrets on "Beauty and the Beast" (9 p.m., CW, TV-14) ... Christy worries on "Mom" (9:30 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14). 


LATE NIGHT


James Franco, Neal McDonough and Nicki Bluhm & The Gramblers appear on "Conan" (11 p.m., TBS, r) ... Ross Mathews guest-hosts Jackie Collins, Jeff Wild, Arden Myrin and Josh Wolf on "Chelsea Lately" (11 p.m., E!) ... Jennifer Lopez and Silversun Pickups appear on "Jimmy Kimmel Live" (11:35 p.m., ABC) ... Craig Ferguson hosts Gary Oldman, Keke Palmer and Roddy Hart & The Lonesome Fire on "The Late Late Show" (12:35 a.m., CBS).


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)




**


**


**


EDITORS: For editorial questions, please contact Gillian Titus at gtitus@amuniversal.com.


COPYRIGHT 2014 UNITED FEATURE SYNDICATE 


DISTRIBUTED BY UNIVERSAL UCLICK FOR UFS

1130 Walnut St., Kansas City, MO 64106; 816-581-7500

