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TUNE IN TONIGHT by Kevin McDonough

'MASTERPIECE' UPDATES -- OR PREDATES -- A CLASSIC


-- A post-holiday Saturday allows viewers a third chance to catch NBC's fake-reality/horror drama "Siberia" (8 p.m., Syfy), this time showcased on the network's cable cousin. 


The documentary true-crime series "Brooklyn DA" (9 p.m., CBS) wraps up its summer season. And ABC and NBC continue to burn off long-canceled series "Zero Hour," "666 Park Avenue" and "Do No Harm." (See series notes below.) Viewers can also follow these orphaned dramas on Hulu Plus. Those looking for an ambitiously creepy (if not entirely plausible) show should give "666" a sampling. 


-- Lovers from the past give a-bride-to-be cold feet in the 2011 romance "Backyard Wedding" (7 p.m. Saturday, Hallmark, TV-PG), starring Alicia Witt, Frances Fisher and Markie Post.


-- An unhappily married and drug-addicted Johnny Cash (Joaquin Phoenix) finds a soul mate and musical partner in June Carter (Reese Witherspoon) in the Oscar-winning 2005 musical biopic "Walk the Line" (7 p.m. Saturday, Oxygen). 


This film is arguably the high-water mark of the big-budget/big-star musical biographies (including "La Bamba," "Great Balls of Fire, "Coal Miner's Daughter," "Sweet Dreams," "Ray," etc.), an overripe genre all but asking for parody, one that arrived with the brilliant 2007 send-up "Walk Hard: The Dewey Cox Story." 


-- "Masterpiece Mystery!" (9 p.m. Sunday, PBS, TV-PG, check local listings) returns with "Endeavour, Series 1," a prequel of the beloved "Inspector Morse." That British detective series starred the late John Thaw and spanned 33 episodes from 1987-2000. 


Thaw died in 2002. "Endeavour" sends his character, Endeavour Morse, back to his university days at Oxford in the 1960s. Shaun Evans is back as the young Morse, who's not quite able to afford his character's signature Jaguar, but is bursting with the deductive powers that would make "Inspector Morse" one of the most engaging detective shows of its kind. Roger Allam portrays Morse's mentor, Detective Inspector Fred Thursday. Look for Anton Lesser as the Oxford police chief superintendent. Thaw's daughter, Abigail, appears on occasion as newspaperwoman Dorothea Frazil. 


-- Do not adjust your set. You don't need special glasses to watch "D-Day in 3D" (9 p.m. Sunday, Military Channel, TV-PG). The 3-D in the title refers to the invention of three-dimensional aerial reconnaissance photography, a development using the overlapping application of photographs that allowed Allied bombers to study the terrain and pinpoint German defenses with greater accuracy. 


While this photography is not usually listed along with radar, rocketry, atomic weapons and napalm as one of the transformative resources or weapons that emerged from World War II, some contend that it made a major difference. One veteran interviewed here declares, "The Germans fought the war in 2-D; we fought the war in 3-D."


-- The Chiller Network counts down "13: Great American Slashers" (8 p.m. Sunday). This roundup includes Leatherface, Chucky, Michael Myers, Norman Bates and other knife- and chainsaw-wielding screen sickos. The "American Slashers" theme prevents the inclusion of Italian filmmaker Dario Argento, whose films "The Bird With the Crystal Plumage" and "Suspiria" clearly inspired "Halloween" and so many American shockers to follow. 


SATURDAY'S HIGHLIGHTS


-- The 2013 Wimbledon tennis tournament (3 p.m., ABC) features the Women's Championship.


-- Major League Baseball games (7 p.m., Fox). Check local listings for regional coverage. 


-- On the run in Strasbourg on "Zero Hour" (8 p.m., ABC, TV-PG). 


-- Before "The West Wing" and "The Social Network," Aaron Sorkin wrote the Broadway drama "A Few Good Men" (8 p.m., VH1 Classic) and later adapted it for the screen, starring Tom Cruise and Jack Nicholson.


-- Steve McQueen, James Garner, Richard Attenborough and Charles Bronson star in the 1963 thriller "The Great Escape" (8 p.m., Military).


-- Luke, Han and Princess Leia return to battle Darth Vader and Jabba the Hutt in the 1983 adventure "Star Wars VI: Return of the Jedi" (8 p.m., Spike). While it's the sixth (and final) story in the franchise, this was the third "Star Wars" movie made and, to some fans, the last good one. 


-- Jane mulls the meaning of the Conspiratii on "666 Park Avenue" (9 p.m., ABC, TV-14).


-- Jason and Ian come to terms on "Do No Harm" (10 p.m., NBC, TV-14). 


SUNDAY'S HIGHLIGHTS


-- The 2013 Wimbledon tennis tournament (3 p.m., ABC) features the Men's Championship.


-- Scheduled on "60 Minutes" (7 p.m., CBS, r): a profile of Hugh Jackman, Steven Spielberg's "Lincoln," the James Bond franchise at 50. 


-- Eli's accuser remains a mystery on "The Good Wife" (9 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14). 


-- Holder and Sarah catch a break on "The Killing" (9 p.m., AMC, TV-14). 


-- "The Brain Surgeon" remains a target on "Dexter" (9 p.m., Showtime, TV-MA). 


-- Bound for Poland on "Crossing Lines" (10 p.m., NBC, TV-14).


-- Mickey commandeers the family on "Ray Donovan" (10 p.m., Showtime, TV-MA). 


-- Morehouse and Elizabeth tie the knot on "Copper" (10 p.m., BBC America, TV-MA). 


-- Links to Hollywood's history on the season finale of "Family Tree" (10 p.m., HBO, TV-MA).


-- Michael's ex has shocking news on "Devious Maids" (10 p.m., Lifetime, TV-14). 


-- Teams compete for a chance to open a food court restaurant on "Food Court Wars" (10 p.m., Food, TV-G). 


CULT CHOICE 


A mad scientist reduces living things to tiny objects in the 1936 shocker "The Devil-Doll" (9:30 p.m. Sunday, TCM), starring Lionel Barrymore and Maureen O'Sullivan. Directed by Tod Browning, "Doll" employed cutting-edge special effects. 


SATURDAY SERIES 


A shape-shifter evades capture on "NCIS: Los Angeles" (8 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... Flying Nun Chucks on "American Ninja Warrior" (8 p.m., NBC, r, TV-PG) ... "48 Hours" (10 p.m., CBS) ... "20/20" (10 p.m., ABC). 


SUNDAY SERIES


Chicago tryouts on "America's Got Talent" (7 p.m., NBC, r, TV-PG) ... "Big Brother" (8 p.m., CBS, TV-PG) ... Marge loses patience on "The Simpsons" (8 p.m., Fox, r, TV-PG) ... Actress Nia Peeples and singer Tiffany switch places on "Celebrity Wife Swap" (8 p.m., ABC, TV-PG) ... Bad press on "Bob's Burgers" (8:30 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14). 


The mayor faces justice on "Family Guy" (9 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14) ... Sexual assault on sorority row on "Law & Order: Special Victims Unit" (9 p.m., NBC, r, TV-14) ... Only 10 remain on "Whodunnit?" (9 p.m., ABC, TV-14) ... Secrets revealed on "American Dad" (9:30 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14).


Geology can be murder on "The Mentalist" (10 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... Husbands become suspects after a divorce attorney dies violently on "Castle" (10 p.m., ABC, r, TV-PG). 


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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