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TUNE IN TONIGHT by Kevin McDonough

MEDIUMS, KITTENS, KILLINGS, SHARKS AND FOOTBALL


-- If you can't get a Long Island psychic, you might as well settle for one from New Jersey. "Psychic Tia" (10 p.m. Saturday, A&E, TV-PG) follows Tia Belle, a medium seemingly predestined for a career in reality television. A former police detective, Tia is an intuitive, all-around "Jersey girl" who approaches the supernatural with a blunt, down-to-earth personality. 


As on many series of this sort, the action revolves around Tia's gift, her small business, "The Craft," as well as her petty squabbles with her staff, customers and family. On tonight's pilot, Tia reconnects a young girl with her deceased father, and in the second helping (10:30 p.m., TV-14), she throws a party at The Craft that culminates in supernatural dating advice for a steady client.  


-- If Internet traffic is any indication, nothing beats puppies or kittens -- unless it's more puppies and kittens. "Too Cute" (9 p.m. Saturday, Animal Planet, TV-PG) returns with programming fluff. 


Tonight's season opener enters uncharted territories of adorableness: three litters of puppies "run" by their owner's pet pig. Future "Cute" installments will feature bear cubs, baby kangaroos and newborn baboons, and/or combinations of the above. 


-- If falling for strip mall soothsayers or ogling at baby animals don't float your boat, there's always tales of adultery ending in murder. "Deadly Affairs" (10 p.m. Saturday, ID, TV-14) returns with Susan Lucci hosting these tales of romance gone very wrong. First up, a fling turns bloody when a rich but bored housewife hooks up with an old high school classmate. 


-- Just as the first sharks date back millions of years, Discovery Channel's "Shark Week," which starts Sunday, is an enjoyable relic of an earlier broadcasting epoch. Way back in 1987, when Discovery launched the first "Shark Week," cable networks needed gimmicks just to remind viewers they were still on the air. The cable share of the TV audience was relatively small compared to the three networks. Fox would show up only on sporadic nights in 1987. The WB and UPN (now the CW) hadn't arrived. In some ways, cable didn't become an indispensable medium until CNN scooped the networks with its coverage of the first Gulf War in 1990-91. 


Just how old is "Shark Week"? When it first aired on July 17, 1987, Whitney Houston's "Whitney" had recently bumped U2's "The Joshua Tree" off the top perch on the album charts. The most popular shows that year were "The Cosby Show," "Family Ties," "Cheers" and "Murder, She Wrote." Curiously, the two network offerings from that year that are still on the air remain quite popular. "60 Minutes" was the No. 7 show and "Monday Night Football" (which has since moved to ESPN) ranked in the top 20. 


This year's "Shark Week" features 11 new episodes as well as the debut of "Shark After Dark" (11 p.m. Sunday), the very first shark-themed late night talk show, and airing live. Hosted by comedian Josh Wolf, "Dark" will be shown every night of "Shark Week" and makes the most of social media, giving fans a chance to tweet questions and commentary about that night's action in the blood-soaked waters. 


Guests will include celebrity shark fans, shark experts, "stars" of Discovery's shark programming, and shark attack survivors. 


-- Speaking of TV perennials, "Sunday Night Football" (8 p.m., NBC) returns as the Dallas Cowboys take on the Miami Dolphins in the preseason Hall of Fame Game. The NFL's regular season starts on Thursday, Sept. 5. HBO's popular preseason documentary series "Hard Knocks" premieres on Tuesday. This year's "Knocks" follows the Cincinnati Bengals in training camp. 


SATURDAY'S HIGHLIGHTS


-- Soccer action in the Guinness International Champions Cup Semifinal (8 p.m., Fox). 


-- On two helpings of "Zero Hour" (ABC, TV-PG): Mother's plan (8 p.m.), Hank's burden (9 p.m.). The second episode is the series finale. 


-- The Rock and John Cena appear on "WrestleMania" (9 p.m., NBC). 


-- Spinal fluid looms large on "Do No Harm" (10 p.m., NBC, TV-14).


-- Anne Hathaway hosts a repeat of "Saturday Night Live" (11:30 p.m., NBC, TV-14). 


SUNDAY'S HIGHLIGHTS


-- Scheduled on "60 Minutes" (7 p.m., CBS, r): police officers employ counterinsurgency tactics; a floating hospital; a profile of Marfa, Texas. 


-- A pretzel tycoon gives back on the season premiere of "Secret Millionaire" (8 p.m., ABC, TV-PG). 


-- Extreme amusement park attractions hurl patrons at great speeds on "Ride-iculous" (8:30 p.m., Travel, TV-G). "Hurl" may be the operative word here. 


-- Carrie goes undercover in a violent gang on "Unforgettable" (9 p.m., CBS, TV-14). 


-- A new case beckons on "The Killing" (9 p.m., AMC, TV-14). 


-- A time to reflect on "Dexter" (9 p.m., Showtime, TV-MA).


-- A chaotic housewarming on "Ray Donovan" (10 p.m., Showtime, TV-MA).


-- Freeman does his best to limit the contagion on "Copper" (10 p.m., BBC America, TV-MA). 


-- Maggie plays down the trauma suffered on her Africa trip on "The Newsroom" (10 p.m., HBO, TV-MA).


-- "Where Are They Now?" (10 p.m., OWN) catches up with Milli Vanilli's Fab Morvan, Marla Maples and Danny Bonaduce. 


CULT CHOICE 


A schemer (Alec Guinness) sets out to kill the eight family members (all played by Guinness) who stand between him and his inheritance in the dark 1949 British comedy "Kind Hearts and Coronets" (midnight Saturday, TCM).


SATURDAY SERIES 


Kidnappers may have snatched the wrong couple on "The Mentalist" (8 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... The Venice Beach finals of "American Ninja Warrior" (8 p.m., NBC, r, TV-PG) ... "48 Hours" (9 p.m. and 10 p.m., CBS, r).


SUNDAY SERIES


Potential evictions on "Big Brother" (8 p.m., CBS, TV-PG) ... Moe's malt brews interest on "The Simpsons" (8 p.m., Fox, r, TV-PG) ... Dance fever on "Bob's Burgers" (8:30 p.m., Fox, r, TV-PG). 


On two helpings of "Family Guy" (Fox, r, TV-14): ratings (9 p.m.), revenge (9:30 p.m.) ... In the dark on "Whodunnit?" (9 p.m., ABC, TV-14) ... Lorelei hunts her sister's killer on "The Mentalist" (10 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... A reality housewife ends up really dead on "Castle" (10 p.m., ABC, r, TV-PG).


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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