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'MEN' VENTURES WHERE ONLY THE LONELY GO


-- We just don't use the word "dreadful" often enough, particularly in reference to situation comedies. Debuting tonight, "We Are Men" (8:30 p.m., CBS, TV-14) certainly qualifies as dreadful in the word's most common application, meaning terrible or extremely bad. But dreadful can also describe something that fills one with dread and profound apprehension. And in its own dreadful way, "We Are Men" fits that bill, too. 


And dread certainly appears to be in the air. Recently, on Conan O'Brien's TBS talk show, Louis C.K. made some memorable jokes about denying his daughters smartphones, remarks immortalized in a YouTube clip that has made the rounds on social media. He explained that he wanted his children to be kids and to be comfortable in their own thoughts for moments at a time without the distraction of gadgets and peer pressure. He further mused that the texting-while-driving crisis was caused by people with an irrational need to distract themselves from confronting loneliness and intimations of mortality for even a second. Conan seemed both amazed and a bit horrified by his guest's melancholy train of thought.


Abject loneliness is also the "star" of the new HBO comedy "Hello Ladies," a series that takes the drab documentary style of "The Office" to new frontiers in bleak realism. 


In its own extraordinarily lazy way, "We Are Men" is also about loneliness, or the desperate efforts we make to keep it at bay. 


Dumped at the altar, Carter (Chris Smith) moves into a short-term apartment complex in an unfashionable section of Southern California that seems to be a purgatorial dumping ground for the recently divorced. 


Officially ensconced in misery, Carter meets fellow sad sack Gil (Kal Penn) and divorced womanizers Frank (Tony Shalhoub) and Stuart (Jerry O'Connell). They promise to take him under their wing, distracting him from his plight, so he can either rebound or settle into the stale holding pattern of meaningless sex that has defined their adult (and adulterous) lives. 


Believe it or not, this is even less funny than it sounds. 


Penn makes the most of his one-note role and Smith rises to forgettable status. Shalhoub plays against "Monk" type with sleazy gusto. But O'Connell deserves special mention. He doesn't just throw himself into the role of a furiously angry middle-aged man fighting a losing battle with fading youth -- he frequently does it shirtless and in a Speedo. As the saying goes, you can't un-see that.  


For the record, if the getting-dumped-at-the-altar routine sounds familiar, it's because it was used, just two years ago, in the pilot of the recently canceled "Happy Endings," 19 years ago in the pilot for "Friends," 46 years ago in "The Graduate" and 79 years ago in the Frank Capra comedy "It Happened One Night." It is probably the subject of a prehistoric cave painting as well. 


And just to accentuate recycling, this pilot uses the left-at-the-altar device twice. Now that's dreadful. 


TONIGHT'S OTHER HIGHLIGHTS


-- Murder in gangland on "Bones" (8 p.m., Fox, TV-14).


-- The CW will broadcast the four-hour "iHeartRadio Music Festival" (8 p.m.) over the next two nights. 


-- Duncan makes his point on "Hostages" (10 p.m., CBS, TV-14).


-- Isabella Rossellini guest-stars on "The Blacklist" (10 p.m., NBC, TV-14).


-- The "Independent Lens" (10 p.m., PBS, TV-PG) presentation of "Don't Stop Believin': Everyman's Journey" profiles the new member of the classic rock band Journey.


CULT CHOICE


Anthony Hopkins, Helen Mirren, Scarlett Johansson and Toni Collette star in the 2012 biopic "Hitchcock" (9 p.m., HBO Signature).


SERIES NOTES


Lily feels put on the spot on "How I Met Your Mother" (8 p.m., CBS, TV-14) ... Auditions continue on "The Voice" (8 p.m., NBC, TV-PG) ... "Dancing With the Stars" (8 p.m., ABC, TV-PG).


A novel form of venture capital on "2 Broke Girls" (9 p.m., CBS, TV-14) ... The Sandman strikes on "Sleepy Hollow" (9 p.m., Fox, TV-14) ... The family pulls together in a pinch on "Mom" (9:30 p.m., CBS, TV-14) ... A toxin threatens thousands on "Castle" (10 p.m., ABC, TV-PG).


LATE NIGHT 


Bill O'Reilly is scheduled on "The Daily Show With Jon Stewart" (11 p.m., Comedy Central) ... Demi Lovato, J.B. Smoove and Moby appear on "Conan" (11 p.m., TBS) ... Sarah Colonna, Loni Love and Julian McCullough are booked on "Chelsea Lately" (11 p.m., E!) ... Jay Smooth is booked on "Totally Biased With W. Kamau Bell" (11 p.m., FXX).


Sean Hayes and Sting appear on "Late Show With David Letterman" (11:35 p.m., CBS) ... Jay Leno welcomes Magic Johnson, Marjorie Johnson and Gary Clark Jr. on "The Tonight Show" (11:35 p.m., NBC).


Craig Ferguson hosts Simon Helberg and Lissie on "The Late Late Show" (12:35 a.m., CBS).


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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