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TUNE IN TONIGHT by Kevin McDonough

SCANDALS AND STEREOTYPES DOMINATE CROWDED SCHEDULE


-- "Jodi Arias: Dirty Little Secret" (8 p.m. Saturday, Lifetime, TV-14) isn't so much ripped from the headlines as it is marinated in cable news cliches. "Secret" faces the difficult task of turning one of the most sensationalized tabloid news stories of the past several years into something new and interesting. And fails on every count. 


Tania Raymonde stars in the title role. Having appeared on "Switched at Birth" and "90210," she's perhaps best known as Malcolm's precocious friend Cynthia on "Malcolm in the Middle" and Ben's daughter on "Lost." Here, she tries to bring some understanding and empathy to an infamous character whose motivations remain rather murky. Just what provoked the possessive Arias to graduate from jealousy to homicidal rage, leaving former boyfriend Travis Alexander (Jesse Lee Soffer) bloody and mutilated in his own shower? At its worst, "Secret" re-victimizes Alexander, wallowing in the contradictory behavior and bedroom secrets of a young man who can no longer defend himself. 


Like many movies of this sort, "Secret" begins with the murder, then flashes back to the beginning -- and proceeds to explain very little. In Raymonde's hands, Arias emerges as merely needy. Her earnest grandmother urges her to avoid "picking out the china pattern" every time she meets a new boy. Early on, we're given one hint that she's more than a potential bridezilla. Arias first introduces herself to Alexander after a motivational seminar by bursting in on him while he's making use of the men's room. Apparently, she didn't respect boundaries. 


-- A year or so after changing its name from Planet Green, the Destination America channel is still in search of an identity -- and an audience. So why not imitate cable's most common denominators? "Mountain Monsters" (10 p.m. Saturday, TV-14) combines the backwoods goofiness of "Duck Dynasty" and the "redneck" stereotyping of a dozen similar series with a quasi-technical approach to the supernatural. 


On "Monsters," a gaggle of hardscrabble hunters and trappers form a serious-sounding posse (The Appalachian Investigators of Mysterious Sightings, or AIMS) to hunt down legendary Appalachian creatures the Kentucky Wolfman, Devil Dog, the Ohio Grassman, Wampus Beast, Mothman and Lizard Demon. Look for plenty of horseplay and gunplay. Shaving is optional. 


-- New from Marc Cherry, the creator of "Desperate Housewives," comes "Devious Maids" (10 p.m. Sunday, Lifetime, TV-PG), a series about servants working in Beverly Hills that is very much like "Housewives."


As on that show, "Maids" features an arch, knowing narrator. And it begins with a murder mystery that allows outsiders (and viewers) to peel the pretty veneer off a wealthy and seemingly trouble-free environment.


"Maids" deviates from "Housewives" in its emphasis on the vast class differences between the servants and their rich employers. With few exceptions, the help is Hispanic, female and nearly uniformly gorgeous. They're also funny, humane and devout. In contrast, the characters who hire them are completely lacking in feeling, empathy and much common sense. 


You almost have to go back to the last century to find a depiction of the affluent as such one-dimensional comic foils. Ted Knight's Judge Smails in "Caddyshack," the Howells on "Gilligan's Island" and the decadent, foolish swells of countless 1930s screwball comedies come to mind. But Cherry ups the ante here by making nearly everyone in the servant-hiring class to be cruel, vile or, at best, indifferent. When one maid is caught sobbing over her separation from her son, her employer, a brittle actress, prattles on about needing a facial. 


The slave-owning families in "Gone With the Wind" and Shirley Temple movies were paragons of sympathy compared to these folks. 


It remains to be seen if the show's combination of simplistic storytelling and obvious characterization will attract soap opera and telenovela fans, or remind them why they tired of "Housewives" in the first place. 


-- Another tale of an outcast ethnic group looking for respectability in America, "Copper" (10 p.m. Sunday, BBC America, TV-MA) enters its second season. "Copper" follows the Irish-born members of New York's police force as they try to maintain order in New York's grim Five Points slums at the end of the Civil War.


Look for Donal Logue ("Sons of Anarchy") as a returning war hero and local ward boss determined to maintain (enough) order so that his constituency can gain -- or seize -- their rightful place in American society. Created by "Oz" executive producer Tom Fontana, "Copper" hews closely to the history of its period. It is also extremely violent.  


-- Live television events tend to be unforgettable. Except when they're not. Some folks (particularly the writers of "The Simpsons") can't seem to forget Evel Knievel's 1974 Snake River Canyon jump. 


On the other hand, who recalls Nik Wallenda's much-ballyhooed attempt to walk across Niagara Falls? That happened just last June.


Did he make it? I guess he did, because he's back for "Skywire Live With Nik Wallenda" (8 p.m. Sunday, Discovery, TV-PG). He's out to traverse the Grand Canyon, walking 1,500 feet above the Little Colorado River without the benefit of a harness. 


-- I always thought the phony mansions of "The Bachelor" would be the perfect setting for a murder mystery. With "Whodunnit?" (9 p.m. Sunday, ABC, TV-14) my dream has come true. A butler greets 13 strangers as they arrive at the posh Rue Manor. But they barely have time to adjust their cummerbunds before a body shows up in the pool. They must put their pretty heads together to solve the mystery before the next "elimination." 


SATURDAY'S HIGHLIGHTS


-- Major League Baseball (7 p.m., Fox) action. Check local listings. 


-- The Boston Bruins and Chicago Blackhawks meet in Game 5 of the Stanley Cup Final (8 p.m., NBC). 


-- Hank's parents fill in the blanks on "Zero Hour" (8 p.m., ABC, TV-14). 


-- Jane finds it hard to distinguish dreams from reality on "666 Park Avenue" (9 p.m., ABC, TV-PG). 


SUNDAY'S HIGHLIGHTS


-- Repeat reports scheduled on "60 Minutes" (7 p.m., CBS): exonerated by DNA; social repression in Vladimir Putin's Russia; a new approach to industrial design. 


-- Snow impedes justice on "Elementary" (8 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14). 


-- A client is murdered on "The Good Wife" (9 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14).


-- A team of experts assembles to capture a globetrotting serial killer on the pilot episode of the new series "Crossing Lines" (9 p.m., NBC, TV-14). 


-- "Drop Dead Diva" (9 p.m., Lifetime, TV-PG) enters its fifth posthumous season. 


--  "Masterpiece Mystery!" (9 p.m., PBS, TV-14, check local listings) presents "Inspector Lewis, Series VI." 


-- Seward behaves rudely on "The Killing" (9 p.m., AMC, TV-14). 


-- The administration goes into crisis mode on the season finale of "Veep" (10 p.m., HBO, TV-MA).


-- Don suffers a series of setbacks on "Mad Men" (10 p.m., AMC, TV-14).


-- Anne makes a frightening discovery on "Falling Skies" (10 p.m., TNT, TV-14). 


-- Tom discovers a Civil War re-enactor in his "Family Tree" (10:30 p.m., HBO, TV-MA). 


CULT CHOICE 


Few lists of the greatest screen Westerns of all time fail to include the 1956 epic "The Searchers" (8 p.m. Saturday, TCM), starring John Wayne, Jeffrey Hunter and Natalie Wood. Wayne's catchphrase, "That'll be the day," inspired a hit song by Buddy Holly. 


SATURDAY SERIES 


Diplomatic intrigue on "NCIS: Los Angeles (8 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... "Brooklyn DA" (9 p.m., CBS). 


SUNDAY SERIES


"America's Got Talent" (7 p.m., NBC, r, TV-PG) ... Grandpa strays on "The Simpsons" (8 p.m., Fox, r, TV-PG) ... Bristol Palin and Melissa Rivers switch places on "Celebrity Wife Swap" (8 p.m., ABC, TV-PG) ... Video game addiction on "Bob's Burgers" (8:30 p.m., Fox, r, TV-PG).


Valentine's Day on "Family Guy" (9 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14) ... Francine's big break on "American Dad" (9:30 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14)) ... A Realtor's last sale on "The Mentalist" (10 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... Ambushers free a witness on "Castle" (10 p.m., ABC, r, TV-PG). 


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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