FROM UNIVERSAL UCLICK

TUNE IN TONIGHT by Kevin McDonough

SCIENCE, ART AND ENGINEERING INTERSECT ON TONIGHT'S 'NOVA'


-- What if there were a "MythBusters"- or "MacGyver"-type show for art history and architecture buffs? It might look a little like "Great Cathedral Mystery" on tonight's "NOVA" (9 p.m., PBS, TV-G, check local listings).


Built early in the 15th century, Florence's Duomo -- the name given to the domed cathedral of Santa Maria del Fiore -- has delighted the faithful and throngs of Italy's tourists for half a millennium. It has also presented a mystery for modern architects and engineers. How did the Renaissance artist-turned-engineer and architect Filippo Brunelleschi manage to get it built?


The Duomo remains the largest masonry dome on earth. It's taller than the Statue of Liberty and its 40-plus stories contain upward of 4 million bricks. How did Brunelleschi's workers toil without scaffolding or rafters -- or without the buttresses that had supported earlier cathedrals? How did the bricks, set with the slow-drying mortar of the time, remain in place and not tumble 40 stories to the ground floor of the cathedral?


Some surmise that Brunelleschi had been influenced by the recently rediscovered Roman architect Vitruvius' "De Architectura," which detailed techniques used by the ancients to build the Pantheon and the Baths of Diocletian during the 1st century A.D.


In the spirit of "MythBusters," a team of U.S. master bricklayers will help build a unique experimental "mini-Duomo" using period tools and techniques. They'll also look at artifacts from Brunelleschi's workshop, complete with his own mini-dome model prototype, and explore the artist's storied life. Brunelleschi was a master goldsmith, architect, shipbuilder, mathematician, inventor of hydraulic machinery and a contributor to the use of geometry in painting.


His resume certainly reflects the very definition of a "Renaissance man."


Fans of the scientific approach to art appreciation should search out the 2013 documentary "Tim's Vermeer." Recently released, it's about software engineer and inventor Tim Jenison's quest to re-create the tricks and technology that allowed the 17th-century Dutch painter to work with such photographic accuracy. 


Also on an architectural theme, "Build it Bigger" (8 p.m., Science, TV-G) looks at plans for an ambitious real estate project that envisions a floating city in Amsterdam. "Super Skyscrapers" (10 p.m., PBS, TV-PG, check local listings) profiles the builders of the Leadenhall Building, fashioned with a steel exoskeleton, the tallest skyscraper in London. 


TONIGHT'S OTHER HIGHLIGHTS


-- Olympics coverage (8 p.m., NBC) includes alpine skiing, figure skating, snowboarding and speedskating.


-- The gang begins a second week in Hollywood on "American Idol" (8 p.m., Fox, TV-PG).


-- Brick's phobias freak out Frankie on "The Middle" (8 p.m., ABC, r, TV-PG).


-- Michael Hitchcock, Parker Posey, Eugene Levy, Catherine O'Hara, Michael McKean and Christopher Guest star as dog enthusiasts in the 2000 spoof documentary "Best in Show" (8 p.m., CW, TV-14). Watch how Jane Lynch ("Glee," "Hollywood Game Night") makes the most of a very small part.


-- Cam hosts an imaginary pet funeral for Lily on "Modern Family" (9 p.m., ABC, r, TV-PG). 


-- High-stakes poker can be murder on "CSI" (10 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14).


-- Teddy feels eclipsed by Deacon on "Nashville" (10 p.m., ABC, r, TV-PG). 


-- Cast together at the height of their celebrity and infamy, Elizabeth Taylor and Richard Burton star in "The V.I.P.s" (10:30 p.m., TCM), a 1963 melodrama set in a posh airport lounge.


CULT CHOICE 


A naive newcomer to New York finds love and frustration while working at the public library in the 1966 comedy "You're a Big Boy Now" (6:15 p.m., TCM), an early work from director Francis Ford Coppola. Featuring an Oscar-nominated performance by Geraldine Page and starring Page's husband, Rip Torn, as well as Julie Harris, this was Karen Black's first major film role. The Lovin' Spoonful perform the theme song.


SERIES NOTES


A company president is moved by a disabled employee on "Undercover Boss" (8 p.m., CBS, r, TV-PG) ... George makes amends on "Suburgatory" (8:30 p.m., ABC, r, TV-PG).


It's touch and go for Hotch on "Criminal Minds" (9 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... Valentine's Day brings mixed signals on "Super Fun Night" (9:30 p.m., ABC, TV-14). 


LATE NIGHT 


Joel Kinnaman is scheduled on "The Daily Show With Jon Stewart" (11 p.m., Comedy Central) ... Jhene Aiko appears on "Conan" (11 p.m., TBS) ... Kerri Kenney-Silver, Liza Treyger and Josh Wolf are booked on "Chelsea Lately" (11 p.m., E!) ... Godfrey Reggio sits down on "The Colbert Report" (11:30 p.m., Comedy Central) ... Andy Samberg, Michael B. Jordan and Ellie Goulding appear on "Late Show With David Letterman" (11:35 p.m., CBS, r) ... Abbie Cornish and Naughty Boy featuring Sam Smith appear on "Jimmy Kimmel Live" (11:35 p.m., ABC) ... Craig Ferguson hosts Kurt Russell and Aimee Garcia on "The Late Late Show" (12:35 a.m., CBS).


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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