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'SHARK TANK' REVISITS ITS GREATEST HITS


-- Over five seasons, "Shark Tank" has emerged as a dependably popular series for ABC, mixing business education with a reality/game show-feel. Tonight's special, "Shark Tank: Swimming With Sharks" (8 p.m., TV-PG), glances back at past participants and their ideas, and how they coped once the contracts were signed. 


We revisit the owners of Lollacup, a spill-proof "sippy" cup, who have not only expanded their product line, but also moved their business out of their garage and into a warehouse. Sock-makers Grace & Lace have done so well since their visit to "Shark Tank" that they have been able to expand their charitable donations to two orphanages. NFL veteran Al "Bubba" Baker's boneless ribs can be found in 150 stores. "Shark Tank" also goes on the road with Johnny Georges, the inventor of Tree-T-Pee, a water-saving irrigation device that has helped farmers all across America.  


A second, new "Shark Tank" (9 p.m., TV-PG) follows.


-- "The Writers' Room" (9 p.m., Sundance, TV-PG) welcomes the creative team behind the Netflix adaptation of "House of Cards," starring Kevin Spacey as the scheming Francis Underwood. 


Showrunner and creator Beau Willimon, series star Molly Parker, writer and story editor Laura Eason, co-executive producer John Mankiewicz and political consultant Matt Bai discuss this breakout hit for the streaming service. 


It should be noted that "House" is an Americanization of a 1990 British series, adapted by Andrew Davies from a novel by Michael Dobbs, a member of Britain's Conservative Party. Many of the narrative tricks, including the protagonist's habit of directly addressing the audience with withering asides and observations, can be found in the original. 


Davies' writing credits for television include some of the more beloved BBC/PBS offerings of the past few decades: "Pride and Prejudice" (1995), "Bleak House" (2005), "South Riding" (2011) and "Mr. Selfridge," currently seen on "Masterpiece Classic." He also contributed to the popular 2001 film "Bridget Jones's Diary." 


The BBC version of "House of Cards" can also be streamed on Netflix.


-- Just as the 1950s were known for an explosion of interest in Japanese and Italian cinema and the French New Wave, the late 1970s and early 1980s saw a growing appetite for films, filmmakers and actors from Australia. 


TCM celebrates the film movement that started Down Under: "Breaker Morant" (8 p.m.), "Gallipoli" (10 p.m.), "Tim" (midnight) and "Mad Max" (2 a.m.). The first film stars Bryan Brown and the last three feature Mel Gibson before he became a big Hollywood star. 


-- A historical re-creation of the New York club scene of the 1970s, the 2013 film "CBGB" (9 p.m., Starz) received withering reviews and was released directly to video-on-demand. Fans of this era might prefer the 2012 documentary "The Rise and Fall of the Clash" (9 p.m., VH1 Classic). 


TONIGHT'S OTHER HIGHLIGHTS


-- A cyber-sleuth corners Eliot and the mayor in an elevator on Unforgettable" (8 p.m., CBS, TV-14).


-- Family feuds on "Kitchen Nightmares" (8 p.m., Fox, TV-14). 


-- "Charlie Rose: The Week" (8:30 p.m., PBS, check local listings) looks back. 


-- Afghanistan-bound on "Hawaii Five-0" (9 p.m., CBS, TV-14).


-- Nick leads an investigation into a young woman's murder on "Grimm" (9 p.m., NBC, TV-14).


-- An undercover officer with much to hide is found slain on "Blue Bloods" (10 p.m., CBS, TV-14). 


-- Will's appetite for the dark side impresses Hannibal on "Hannibal" (10 p.m., NBC, TV-14).


-- Taken hostage on "Continuum" (10 p.m., Syfy, TV-PG).


-- In West Virginia, a large freshwater lizard has gained the nickname "Fire Dragon" on "Mountain Monsters" (10 p.m., Destination America, TV-14). 


CULT CHOICE 


A divorced father (Bing Crosby) fights rather ruthlessly for custody of his son in the 1957 drama "Man on Fire" (2:30 p.m., TCM), co-starring E.G. Marshall and Inger Stevens. A departure from Crosby's musical roles and nice-guy family man parts. 


SERIES NOTES


"Dateline NBC" (8 p.m.) ... Whose Line Is It Anyway?" (8 p.m. and 8:30 p.m., r, CW, TV-14) ... On the outs with Wade, Zoe plays it cool on "Hart of Dixie" (8 p.m., CW, TV-PG) ... "20/20" (10 p.m., ABC). 


LATE NIGHT


Mary McCormack guest-hosts Ian Somerhalder, Julian McCullough, Kerri Kenney-Silver and Ian Karmel on "Chelsea Lately" (11 p.m., E!, r) ... Jeff Garlin, Tameka "Tiny" Harris and Hit-Boy are booked on "The Arsenio Hall Show" (syndicated, check local listings).


Don Rickles, Carmen Lynch and The Ghost of a Saber Tooth Tiger appear on "Late Show With David Letterman" (11:35 p.m., CBS) ... Jimmy Fallon welcomes Kevin Spacey and Lewis Black on "The Tonight Show" (11:35 p.m., NBC) ... Julie Bowen, Dave Attell and Cut Copy appear on "Jimmy Kimmel Live" (11:35 p.m., ABC, r).


John McCain, Billy Eichner and Jason Derulo visit "Late Night With Seth Meyers" (12:35 a.m., NBC, r) ... Craig Ferguson hosts Christiane Amanpour on "The Late Late Show" (12:35 a.m., CBS).


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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