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'SIMPSONS': JOKES COME THICK AS A BRICK IN 550TH EPISODE


-- The president and the journalists who cover his administration share laughs and endure jokes at their expense at the White House Correspondents' Dinner (6 p.m. Saturday, C-SPAN, 8 p.m., CNN). This annual event has been called the Golden Globes for political junkies and media buffs. 


Joel McHale ("Community" and "The Soup") is the scheduled host for this year's dinner. The last three hosts were Conan O'Brien, Jimmy Kimmel and Seth Meyers. So this might be a bit of an audition for McHale, a way for him to enter the scrum for a gig as the next late night talk show host. 


Craig Ferguson has announced his intention to leave "The Late Late Show" on CBS and Chelsea Handler is departing "Chelsea Lately" on E! Ferguson hosted the White House Correspondents' Dinner in 2008. Steven Colbert, recently slated to replace David Letterman, was the host in 2006. 


The History Channel is working on a documentary history of the traditional dinner, as well as the White House Correspondents' Association, which was founded in 1914, exactly 100 years ago. 


-- Blanche Dubois may have depended on the kindness of strangers, but in Lifetime Movies, the cruelty of intimates is more like it. Emily Osment of "Hannah Montana" and "Spy Kids 2" fame is all grown up (OK, she's 22) and stars in "A Daughter's Nightmare" (8 p.m. Saturday) as a college freshman devastated by her father's death. And she's shocked to find that her mother (Victoria Pratt) has taken up with a handsome stranger (Paul Johansson), whose motives are not entirely clear. Gregg Sulkin ("Pretty Little Liars") co-stars. 


-- As a jaded critic, I tend to ignore milestone episodes of long-running series. (Oh, I bet the 100th episode of "NCIS: Sheboygan" is really going to be different and special!) But 550 episodes are an extraordinary output. That's the number of episodes "The Simpsons" (8 p.m. Sunday, Fox, TV-PG) reaches this weekend.


To commemorate the event, Homer imagines what life might be like if he and everyone in the world were made out of Lego bricks.


If you're worrying that "The Simpsons" has sold out to promote a popular toy brand, the folks behind this long-running series have that covered. The very first words out of Homer's mouth express his horror that he's been co-opted and co-branded. What follows is an absurd meditation on alternative realities. The Comic Book guy, with his self-described lifelong passion for unopened children's toy collectibles and "bad science fiction," gets the best lines. 


-- If Jack Bauer can come back, why not David Spade? The former "Saturday Night Live" star has been on a number of prime-time comedies that ran longer than anyone expected. He spent seven seasons on "Just Shoot Me" and seven more on "Rules of Engagement." And don't forget the seasons he spent on "8 Simple Rules," the Katey Sagal/John Ritter comedy that introduced us to Kaley Cuoco ("The Big Bang Theory"). 


Spade returns for "David Spade: My Fake Problems" (10 p.m. Sunday, Comedy Central, TV-MA), his first hourlong standup special in more than a decade. 


-- Mixing the successful "Shark Tank" model with the well-worn "can this restaurant/bar be saved?" genre, the new series "Hungry Investors" (10 p.m. Sunday, Spike, TV-PG) searches the nation for eating establishments that need a little nudge to graduate from barely surviving to thriving. 


SATURDAY'S HIGHLIGHTS


-- True love does not go smoothly for TV hosts and relationship experts (Lamman Rucker and Denise Boutte, both of "Meet the Browns") in the 2014 romantic comedy "Where's the Love?" (7 p.m., UP).


-- "The Simpsons" (8 p.m., Fox, r, TV-PG) sends up Showtime's "Homeland."


-- Shia LaBeouf stars in the 2007 toy robot adaptation "Transformers" (8 p.m., ABC). 


-- A jealous pet endangers a honeymoon on "My Cat From Hell" (8 p.m., Animal Planet, TV-PG). 


-- Fox offers a 30-minute sneak peak of the series reboot "24: Live Another Day -- Jack Is Back" (8:30 p.m., TV-14), anticipating Monday night's two-hour season premiere. 


-- Carroll reveals his big plans on "The Following" (9 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14).


-- Sarah turns to familiar arms for comfort on "Orphan Black" (9 p.m., BBC America, TV-14).


-- The Book of Leaves proves elusive on "Da Vinci's Demons" (9 p.m., Starz, TV-MA).


-- Tales of contact with extraterrestrials and alien invasion are explored on "The Real History of Science Fiction" (10 p.m., BBC America, TV-PG). 


-- Seth Rogen, Zac Efron and Matt LeBlanc appear on "The Graham Norton Show" (11 p.m., BBC America, TV-14).


-- Andrew Garfield hosts "Saturday Night Live" (11:30 p.m., NBC, TV-14), featuring musical guest Coldplay.


SUNDAY'S HIGHLIGHTS


-- Scheduled on "60 Minutes" (7 p.m., CBS): compensation scams and the BP oil spill settlement; new secrets to longevity. 


-- Alicia seeks her mother's counsel on "The Good Wife" (9 p.m., CBS, TV-14).


-- A survey of Earth's origins takes the long view on "Cosmos: A Spacetime Odyssey" (9 p.m., Fox, TV-PG). 


-- The town enters crisis mode on the season finale of "Resurrection" (9 p.m., ABC, TV-PG).


-- Love finds Miss Mardle on the "Masterpiece Classic" (9 p.m., PBS, TV-PG, check local listings) presentation of "Mr. Selfridge."


-- Caleb and Ben receive instructions from an unidentified source on "Turn" (9 p.m., AMC).


-- Cersei and Tywin plot strategy on "Game of Thrones" (9 p.m., HBO, TV-MA).


-- "Anthony Bourdain: Parts Unknown" (9 p.m., CNN) visits Mexico City. 


-- Emily goes after the Graysons with new enthusiasm on "Revenge" (10 p.m., ABC, TV-PG).


-- Roger puts out fires on the domestic front while Peggy feels underappreciated on "Mad Men" (10 p.m., AMC, TV-14). 


-- Erlich hires a graffiti artist to create a company logo on "Silicon Valley" (10 p.m., HBO, TV-MA).


-- Selina may look outside the staff for a campaign manager on "Veep" (10:30 p.m., HBO, TV-MA).


CULT CHOICE 


A jock (Leonardo DiCaprio) with a poetic soul develops a taste for drugs in Manhattan in the 1995 adaptation of Jim Carroll's literary coming-of-age novel "The Basketball Diaries" (9 p.m. Saturday, Sundance, TV-MA). Lorraine Bracco and Mark Wahlberg co-star. 


SATURDAY SERIES


The keys to cupcake success on "2 Broke Girls" (8 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... "Dateline NBC" (8 p.m.) ... Kate helps Will connect on "Friends With Better Lives" (8:30 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... Jane mulls a career move on "The Mentalist" (9 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... Missing persons and murder on "48 Hours" (10 p.m., CBS) ... "Saturday Night Live" (10 p.m., NBC, r, TV-14).


SUNDAY SERIES


Trekking through Spain on "The Amazing Race" (8 p.m., CBS, TV-PG) ... "Dateline NBC" (8 p.m.) ... Home on the plains on "Once Upon a Time" (8 p.m., ABC, TV-PG) ... Peter introduces Meg to frat life on "Family Guy" (8:30 p.m., Fox, TV-14). 


 Bo has a bad feeling on "Believe" (9 p.m., NBC, TV-14) ... A grand jury weighs Jane's fate on "The Mentalist" (10 p.m., CBS, TV-14) ... Dunn goes all out for Meg on "Crisis" (10 p.m., NBC, TV-14). 


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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