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SMOKING GUN STILL SMOKING (AFTER ALL THESE YEARS)


-- Are we commemorating the 50th anniversary of John F. Kennedy's assassination this month? Or the 20th anniversary of the 30th anniversary? Tonight's JFK-themed documentary (hardly the last of a steady onslaught) leans toward the latter. 


The Dallas tragedy lends itself to so many TV tropes and themes: conspiracy theories, baby boomer nostalgia, violent murder, morbidity, autopsies, forensics, ballistics, re-enactments, etc. It's got everything but aliens, and that's quite enough to supply a year's worth of programming. Maybe 50 years' worth. 


"JFK: The Smoking Gun" (8 p.m. and 10 p.m. Sunday, Reelz, TV-PG) dusts off a 20-year-old theory about the murder based on ballistic analysis and detective work old and new. 


Back in the 1960s, marksman and ballistics expert Howard Donahue participated in re-enactments of the shooting commissioned by CBS. He then became obsessed by the findings of the Warren Commission. Based largely on the nature of the president's wounds, he determined that the explosive third "head shot" could not have been fired from Lee Harvey Oswald's relatively primitive rifle.


Donahue's findings were later incorporated into a 1992 book, "Mortal Error," by Bonar Menninger, which theorized that the third shot came from an accidental firing of a Secret Service agent's automatic rifle.


In "The Smoking Gun," Australian detective Colin McLaren revisits the evidence and finds more to buttress Donahue and Menniger's theories. Even if you don't buy into the notion that a Secret Service agent accidentally shot the president, McLaren raises disturbing questions about the agency's peculiar behavior after the shooting, in Parkland Hospital, during the president's rushed and chaotic autopsy and during subsequent weeks when evidence and photographs simply disappeared. McLaren also suggests that figures on the Warren Commission -- most notably the late Sen. Arlen Specter of Pennsylvania -- did a strategically selective job of inviting and interviewing witnesses.


Featuring re-enactments, interviews and archival footage, "The Smoking Gun" is filled with the repetition endemic to basic cable histories. While certainly provocative, it turns an hourlong story into a two-hour ordeal. In contrast, an installment of "America Declassified" (10 p.m. Sunday, Travel, TV-PG) squeezes a glance back at Dealey Plaza into an hour, but also includes a visit to a giant "quiet zone" and a nuclear dump site. 


-- Is "The Thundermans" (9 p.m. Saturday, Nickelodeon, TV-G) the most annoying show ever broadcast? Probably not. But it's a dreadful example of "comedy" aimed at young people, a loud and abrasive punch line-clotted live action cartoon that treats its audience with contempt. 


In a story lifted from "The Incredibles," this series concerns a family of superheroes who "retire" to a normal life after the crime-fighting parents decide they need to concentrate on raising their four kids. Most of the shenanigans concern teen twins, Phoebe (Kira Kosarin) and Max (Jack Griffo), who continually bicker. She wants to be normal and have slumber parties with girlfriends. Max spends time in his basement laboratory making mischief, like blowing up Pluto or carving his initials on the lunar surface using laser beams. 


There's nothing original or intrinsically wrong about a family sitcom involving superhero misfits. It's what made "Bewitched" and "The Munsters" beloved for decades. And the level of humor here (jokes between kids about armpit bacteria and food fights) is on par with most shows aimed at the pre-adolescent. 


But the onslaught of one-liners is wearisome in the extreme. Every moment of dialogue consists of a setup line, a punch line and a laugh track repeated over and over again. That's it. There are no moments of slow buildup, pregnant pauses or silent reaction shots. "The Thundermans" presents one obvious and contrived belly laugh after another, as if the writers felt the viewers might get bored should they have to think, or breathe, for a single second. 


-- Henry Rollins hosts "10 Things You Don't Know About" (9 p.m. Saturday, H2, TV-PG), a series dedicated to uncovering obscure details about well-known historical events. Tonight: little-known facts about four presidential assassinations. 


The title says everything. For starters, it features a list. Apparently, we can't digest anything if it isn't presented in bullet form. And, rather than things you "should" know, it's what you "don't" know. So, like much of basic cable, it's built on the assumption of our ignorance. 


-- Sarah Lancaster stars in the 2013 potboiler "The Preacher's Mistress" (8 p.m. Saturday, Lifetime) about an adulterous minister whose life is upended when his wife is found murdered. 


-- If scripted tales of adultery and violence aren't your cup of poisoned tea, there's the docudrama "I'd Kill For You" (9 p.m. Saturday, ID, TV-14), concerning an affair that takes a dark turn. 


SATURDAY'S HIGHLIGHTS


-- Texas Tech hosts Oklahoma State in college football (7 p.m., Fox). 


-- Horseracing in The Breeders' Cup Classic (8 p.m., NBC), live from Santa Anita Park in California. 


-- Florida State hosts Miami in college football (8 p.m., ABC). 


-- Louis falls under suspicion on "Dancing on the Edge" (9 p.m., Starz, TV-MA).


-- Robert De Niro, Michelle Pfeiffer, Jennifer Saunders and Cher appear on "The Graham Norton Show" (10 p.m., BBC America, TV-14). 


-- Kerry Washington hosts "Saturday Night Live" (11:30 p.m., NBC, TV-14), featuring musical guest Eminem. 


SUNDAY'S HIGHLIGHTS


-- Scheduled on "60 Minutes" (7 p.m., CBS): trials for Guantanamo Bay detainees; the Lamborghini brand; Alabama football coach Nick Saban.


-- A debt to Ariel on "Once Upon a Time" (8 p.m., ABC, TV-PG).


-- The Houston Texans host the Indianapolis Colts on "Sunday Night Football" (8:20 p.m., NBC). 


-- Daniel is distracted on "Revenge" (9 p.m., ABC, TV-PG).


-- Denise can't conceal her feelings on "The Paradise" on "Masterpiece Classic" (9 p.m., PBS, TV-PG, check local listings).


-- Conditions at the prison worsen on "The Walking Dead" (9 p.m., AMC, TV-MA). This series has just been renewed for a fifth season. 


-- Carrie gets innovative on "Homeland" (9 p.m., Showtime, TV-MA).


-- Van Alden defies Capone on "Boardwalk Empire" (9 p.m., HBO, TV-MA).


-- A poached case becomes hard-boiled on "The Good Wife" (9 p.m., CBS, TV-14).


-- Kenny irks April on "Eastbound & Down" (10 p.m., HBO, TV-MA).


-- Miami provides relaxation on "Masters of Sex" (10 p.m., Showtime, TV-MA).


-- Ingrid grieves on "Witches of East End" (10 p.m., Lifetime, TV-14). 


-- The Dog Whisperer helps new pet owners adjust on "Cesar Millan: Doggie Nightmares" (10 p.m., Nat Geo Wild, TV-PG).


-- Stuart befriends a macho crowd on "Hello Ladies" (10:30 p.m., HBO, TV-MA).


CULT CHOICE 


A dysfunctional fraternity fights to stay open in the 1978 comedy "National Lampoon's Animal House" (8 p.m. Sunday, VH1 Classic), starring John Belushi and featuring a raft of emerging talent including Karen Allen, Tom Hulce, Kevin Bacon, Tim Matheson and Peter Riegert. 


SATURDAY SERIES 


On two episodes of "Mike & Molly" (CBS, r, TV-14): a birthday wish (8 p.m.); Mike hallucinates (8:30 p.m.) ... A grim anniversary on "Criminal Minds" (9 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... A witness vanishes on "The Blacklist" (9 p.m., NBC, r, TV-14) ... Mysteries, mostly murder, on "48 Hours" (10 p.m., CBS) ... "Saturday Night Live" (10 p.m., NBC, r, TV-14).


SUNDAY SERIES


A funeral inspires reflection on "The Simpsons" (8 p.m., Fox, TV-PG) ... Vienna-bound on "The Amazing Race" (8 p.m., CBS, TV-PG) ... Linda takes off on "Bob's Burgers" (8:30 p.m., Fox, TV-14). 


A dream date becomes a chore on "Family Guy" (9 p.m., Fox, TV-14) ... Steve asserts his manhood on "American Dad" (9:30 p.m., Fox, TV-14) ... Sara's worries multiply on "Betrayal" (10 p.m., ABC, TV-14) ... Jane sets out to expose Red John on "The Mentalist" (10 p.m., CBS, TV-14)  


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)




**


**


**


EDITORS: For editorial questions, please contact Gillian Titus at gtitus@amuniversal.com.


COPYRIGHT 2013 UNITED FEATURE SYNDICATE 


DISTRIBUTED BY UNIVERSAL UCLICK FOR UFS

1130 Walnut St., Kansas City, MO 64106; 816-581-7500
