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TUNE IN TONIGHT by Kevin McDonough

SPEND SIX HOURS IN 'MOB CITY'


-- The ambitious new miniseries "Mob City" (9 p.m., TNT, TV-MA) returns to a doomed City of Angels. Created by Frank Darabont ("The Walking Dead"), it's set in the glamorous yet corrupt world of post-World War II Los Angeles, a place where cops, chorus girls and gangsters might mingle to hear some adventurous jazz as that art form migrated from swing to bebop and beyond. 


An impressive cast includes Jon Bernthal as detective Joe Teague, a decorated ex-Marine with a killer reputation that earns him the attention of folks on both sides of the law. Neal McDonough plays a crusading police captain so squeaky-clean that even his own men call him "the Boy Scout." On the other side of the ledger, Ed Burns plays gangster Ben "Bugsy" Siegel, and Jeremy Luke is Mickey Cohen.


When a shady character approaches Joe in a blackmail scheme, he brings it to the attention of his superior, detective Hal Morrison (Jeffrey DeMunn). Not to give too much away, but the unfolding of this sting, or rather a sting within a setup within a double-cross, pretty much establishes the moral tone, character hierarchy and plot trajectory for this six-hour story.


"Mob City" has its moments, many of them. But I couldn't help feeling that most of its creative energy was expended on costumes and set design -- or the digital fabrication of set design. Still, the music is impressive, the acting capable, and the story moves forward like a locomotive.


Too many of our better series, "Boardwalk Empire" and "Homeland" included, have become languid and meditative to a fault. Perhaps that's why so many viewers have grown to like miniseries and series with short seasons that unfold in novelistic fashion. 


This has been a good year for that television format; 2013 has brought us "Top of the Lake," "Broadchurch," "Sherlock," "House of Cards," "Orange Is the New Black" and "The Returned." Not to mention "The Vikings" on History. Cable networks and streaming services are keen to compete for smart, demanding viewers. I'd call that a welcome trend. 


"Mob City" will air in two-hour installments over three Wednesday nights. 


-- "Kirstie" (10 p.m., TV Land, TV-PG) gets where it's going in record time. 


Within 60 seconds, we discover that vain, aging Broadway star Madison Banks (Kirstie Alley) gave up a child for adoption when she was an ambitious and evidently promiscuous starlet. And that grown-up child, Arlo (Eric Petersen), a lumpy nerd from New Jersey, wants his mommy. 


Rhea Perlman plays her personal assistant and Michael Richards stars as her seedy chauffeur. That puts two "Cheers" regulars and a "Seinfeld" star in the cast. What more do you need? Not terribly much. And the story unfolds in that spirit. After several hugs and too many forced Viagra jokes, a lifetime of regret and neglect are forgotten and forgiven. Let the punch lines begin. 


TONIGHT'S OTHER HIGHLIGHTS


-- The "Today" gang hosts "Christmas in Rockefeller Center" (8 p.m., NBC). 


-- The top seven perform on "The X Factor" (8 p.m., Fox, TV-14).


-- "Saturday Night Live" (9 p.m., NBC, TV-14) recalls Christmas sketches. 


-- Cameron coaches on "Modern Family" (9 p.m., ABC, TV-PG). 


-- The new documentary series "State of Play" (9 p.m., HBO, TV-PG) begins with a look at parents' role in athletics. 


-- A forest becomes a crime scene on "CSI" (10 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14).


-- Teddy resents Deacon, again, on "Nashville" (10 p.m., ABC, TV-PG).


-- Cordelia rallies the coven against Fiona on "American Horror Story: Coven" (10 p.m., FX, TV-MA). 


-- Investigators review famous murder cases on "Killer Contact" (10 p.m., Syfy, TV-14).


CULT CHOICE 


A comic tandem spoof the pirate genre in the 1952 comedy "Abbott and Costello Meet Captain Kidd" (1:30 p.m., TCM). 


SERIES NOTES


Tribal altercations on "Survivor" (8 p.m., CBS, TV-PG) ... A romantic getaway on hold on "The Middle" (8 p.m., ABC, TV-PG) ... Sin needs help on "Arrow" (8 p.m., CW, TV-14) ... Political intrigue on "Back in the Game" (8:30 p.m., ABC, TV-PG).


A killer targets the AARP set on "Criminal Minds" (9 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... Stephen schemes on "The Tomorrow People" (9 p.m., CW, TV-PG) ... Kimmie reflects on her good fortune on "Super Fun Night" (9:30 p.m., ABC, TV-PG).


LATE NIGHT 


Ben Stiller, Evangeline Lilly and the Naked and Famous appear on "Conan" (11 p.m., TBS) ... Jay Leno welcomes Melissa McCarthy, Andy Cohen and Empire of the Sun on "The Tonight Show" (11:35 p.m., NBC, r) ... Benedict Cumberbatch and R. Kelly appear on "Jimmy Kimmel Live" (11:35 p.m., ABC) ... Orlando Bloom and Elvis Costello visit "Late Night With Jimmy Fallon" (12:35 a.m., NBC, r).


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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