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STARZ DEBUTS BIG BAND PERIOD DRAMA 'DANCING ON THE EDGE'


-- Fans of jazz-soaked period pieces are in luck. Starz imports the BBC miniseries "Dancing on the Edge" (10 p.m. Saturday, TV-MA), about an all-black jazz big band in 1930s London. 


It's a curious choice for the premium cable network. Don't go looking for the violence and nudity of "Magic City," "Spartacus" or even "The White Queen," which is ending its run tonight. "Edge" is closer in tone to a "Masterpiece Theater" import than any of those dramas, or to HBO's "Boardwalk Empire," also set in the world of jazz music halls. 


"Edge" follows British bandleader Louis Lester (Chiwetel Ejiofor) and his hotheaded manager, Wesley Holt (Ariyon Bakare), a refugee from criminal trouble in Chicago, after they are discovered by music journalist and jazz enthusiast Stanley Mitchell (Matthew Goode), who gets them booked at a bigger nightclub. At first their brash sound and black skin scares away the dowdy clientele, but that is part of Stanley's plan to attract a younger and more posh crowd, including royals. 


Look for John Goodman as an enigmatic American millionaire and Anthony Head ("Buffy the Vampire Slayer") as Stanley's rich friend and patron.


While "Edge" is handsome to look at, and filled with wonderful architecture, decor and costumes, it's not clear just where the series and its mingling of period drama and vintage music are really headed. Many of the musical arrangements seem slightly anachronistic, as do the racially tolerant attitudes of England's aristocratic set. Rather than employ period music to explore the harsh realities of its period, as "Boardwalk Empire" often does, "Edge" uses it to gild a pretty evocation of what might have been. 


-- An adopted teen's search for her biological mother leads her down a rabbit hole of tragedies in the 2013 made-for-television melodrama "Missing at 17" (8 p.m. Saturday, Lifetime, TV-14). 


-- Raised in 19th-century aristocratic splendor, a teacher has a rough time adjusting to frontier life in the 2013 period drama "When Calls the Heart" (9 p.m. Saturday, Hallmark, TV-G), starring Jean Smart, Lori Loughlin and Maggie Grace.


-- Halloween always offers a new chance to revisit the Frankenstein saga. But has science and medical technology allowed us to approach the dream, or nightmare, of "building" a creature from scratch? 


"The Incredible Bionic Man" (9 p.m. Sunday, Smithsonian) documents the efforts to build a 6-foot robot from the most advanced bionic body parts and synthetic organs, complete with an artificial circulatory system. 


Among the engineers involved is Dr. Bertolt Meyer, a Swiss social psychologist. Born without a left hand, he has lived with hooks, plastic prosthetics and bionic substitutes his entire life. He now has the most advanced hand in the world, and he's eager to see how his limb will work in conjunction with other bionic components.


Reflecting (and housing) billions of dollars of equipment and decades of research, the Bionic Man was put on display at New York Comic Con earlier this month and will "meet" new friends at the Smithsonian's Air and Space Museum in Washington, D.C., throughout the fall. 


-- Enjoying a season for the ages, or at least the record books, quarterback Peyton Manning leads his undefeated Denver Broncos back to Indianapolis to face the Colts, the team that let him go in 2011, on "Sunday Night Football" (8:20 p.m., NBC). 


-- A new threat emerges on "The Walking Dead" (9 p.m., AMC, TV-MA). This cable hit has certainly become a threat to network ratings. While more than 20 million tuned in to last week's Dallas Cowboys-Washington Redskins game on NBC, "Dead" attracted a total audience in excess of 16 million for AMC. 


SATURDAY'S HIGHLIGHTS


-- If required, the Boston Red Sox and Detroit Tigers meet in Game 6 of the American League Championship Series (4:30 p.m., Fox). 


-- Notre Dame hosts USC in college football action (7:30 p.m., NBC). 


-- Clemson hosts Florida State in college football action (8 p.m., ABC). 


-- Woody, Buzz and the gang hole up in a haunted motel on "Toy Story of TERROR!" (8 p.m., ABC Family, r). 


-- A girl descends into elaborate fantasies against the backdrop of the Spanish Civil War in the 2006 drama "Pan's Labyrinth" (8 p.m., Sundance). 


-- If required, the Los Angeles Dodgers and St. Louis Cardinals meet in Game 7 of the National League Championship Series (8:30 p.m., TBS). 


-- Papillon puppies comfort kittens on "Too Cute!" (9 p.m., Animal Planet, TV-PG). 


-- The battles between Anne, Margaret and Elizabeth conclude on the series finale of "The White Queen" (9 p.m., Starz, TV-MA).


SUNDAY'S HIGHLIGHTS


-- If required, the Boston Red Sox and Detroit Tigers meet in Game 7 of the American League Championship Series (7 p.m., Fox). 


-- Scheduled on "60 Minutes" (7 p.m., CBS): an interview with former Vice President Dick Cheney; congressional use of campaign funds; saving the humpback whale.


-- Residents pull together in the 2013 movie "Saving Westbrook High" (7 p.m., UP), starring Loretta Devine and Esai Morales. 


-- Mr. Gold makes a stand on "Once Upon a Time" (8 p.m., ABC, TV-PG).


-- Alicia hatches her exit strategy on "The Good Wife" (9:30 p.m., CBS, TV-14). 


-- Emily can't do it alone on "Revenge" (9 p.m., ABC, TV-PG).


-- Rivalries flare up on the "Masterpiece Classic" (9 p.m., PBS, TV-PG, check local listings) presentation of "The Paradise." 


-- "Anthony Bourdain: Parts Unknown" (9 p.m., CNN) visits South Africa. 


-- The game continues on "Homeland" (9 p.m., Showtime, TV-MA).


-- Margaret confronts a face from the past on "Boardwalk Empire" (9 p.m., HBO, TV-MA).


-- A charity event on "Eastbound & Down" (10 p.m., HBO, TV-MA). 


-- Johnson's ex-husband shows interest in the study on "Masters of Sex" (10 p.m., Showtime, TV-MA). 


-- Wendy mentors Ingrid and Freya on "Witches of East End" (10 p.m., Lifetime, TV-14). 


-- Stuart trolls gay clubs for straight women on "Hello Ladies" (10:30 p.m., HBO, TV-MA).


CULT CHOICE 


A sideshow subculture punishes a cruel interloper in director Tod Browning's 1932 shocker "Freaks" (8 p.m. Saturday, TCM). 


SATURDAY SERIES 


Barney the matchmaker on "How I Met Your Mother" (8 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... Debt woes on "2 Broke Girls" (8:30 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... Death and tennis on "CSI" (9 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... Murder, mostly, on "48 Hours" (10 p.m., CBS). 


SUNDAY SERIES


Traveling through Norway on "The Amazing Race" (8 p.m., CBS, TV-PG) ... Sara comes under scrutiny on "Betrayal" (10 p.m., ABC, TV-14) ... A list of suspects vanishes on "The Mentalist" (10 p.m., CBS, TV-14). 


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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