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THAT THREE-LEGGED LLAMA IS SMARTER THAN YOU THOUGHT


Nothing puts the "humane" in humanity like our love for animals. "NOVA" (9 p.m., PBS, TV-PG, check local listings) launches "Inside Animal Minds," a three-part series that airs over the next three weeks. "Inside" reflects the latest research in the cognitive power of critters, from soaring starlings to migrating dolphins and African elephants.


Their findings go a long way toward dispelling the notion of "dumb" animals using rote tricks and mere "instinct" to go about their business. There's speculation that some creatures have a sophisticated ability to learn from the past and even anticipate the future. 


The opening hour, "Bird Genius," looks at remarkable characters that may change your mind about the old epithet "bird brained." They include a cockatoo named Muppet, who picks locks, and 007, a crow capable of solving eight-part puzzles. 


A night of animal programming begins with the "Nature" (8 p.m., PBS, TV-PG, check local listings) presentation "My Bionic Pet." Over the past decade, the number of animals living with prosthetic limbs and even tails has grown exponentially. This reflects advancing medical technology, as well as changing attitudes about human responsibilities for the animals in their care. 


Tonight's creature features conclude with "Your Inner Fish" (10 p.m., PBS, TV-PG, check local listings), a look at how humans and fish share a remarkable amount of DNA, including the genes responsible for building such un-fishlike attributes as arms and limbs.


-- "Susan Boyle: Her Secret Struggle" (10 p.m., Ovation) looks at the rocky ride of the overnight sensation who conquered the Internet and the world with her performance on "Britain's Got Talent" in 2009. "Secret" follows Boyle on her solo tour and her private battle with Asperger's syndrome. 


-- Whole networks have been dedicated to women in fear, women in peril, and women done in by their husbands, stalkers and neighbors. The new eight-episode series "Women of Homicide" (9 p.m., TLC, TV-14) reverses the dynamic and follows real-life female homicide detectives in Atlanta and Cincinnati as they work to put killers behind bars.


TONIGHT'S OTHER HIGHLIGHTS


-- The Cartoon Network revives a classic animation franchise with "The Tom and Jerry Show" (5:30 p.m., TV-PG).


-- After a harsh and lingering winter, even non-golf fans might enjoy "Live From the Masters" (7 p.m., Golf Channel), if only to glance at a Georgia spring in serious bloom.


-- On two helpings of "Law & Order: Special Victims Unit" (NBC, TV-14): beyond therapy (8 p.m., r); Lewis escapes (9 p.m.).


-- Poor decisions loom large on "Worst Thing I Ever Bought" (8 p.m., E!, TV-14). 


-- Manny meets the male nanny on "Modern Family" (9 p.m., ABC, r, TV-PG). 


-- Abby tells Raven there's room in the pod on "The 100" (9 p.m., CW, TV-14).


-- Cannibal appetites on "CSI" (10 p.m., CBS, TV-14).


-- Gang violence on "Chicago P.D." (10 p.m., NBC, TV-14).


-- Juliette's career tailspin interests a trendy L.A. producer on "Nashville" (10 p.m., ABC, r, TV-14). 


-- Philip taps into a primitive computer network to plant a bug on "The Americans" (10 p.m., FX, TV-MA). 


CULT CHOICE 


Claire Danes plays an endangered exile from the fairy kingdom in the 2007 fantasy "Stardust" (9 p.m., Syfy), co-starring Sienna Miller and Charlie Cox.


SERIES NOTES


"Survivor" (8 p.m., CBS, TV-PG) ... "American Idol" (8 p.m., Fox, TV-PG) ... The Hecks become the subject of a sermon on "The Middle" (8 p.m., ABC, r, TV-PG) ... Felicity frets on "Arrow" (8 p.m., CW, r, TV-14) ... Dallas and George keep their distance on "Suburgatory" (8:30 p.m., ABC, r, TV-14).


A new link to a kidnapping victim emerges on "Criminal Minds" (9 p.m., CBS, TV-14) ... A snapshot of Ron on "Mixology" (9:30 p.m., ABC, TV-14). 


LATE NIGHT


Colin Firth is scheduled on "The Daily Show With Jon Stewart" (11 p.m., Comedy Central) ... Andy Garcia, Jenna Elfman and Ingrid Michaelson appear on "Conan" (11 p.m., TBS) ... Sheryl Sandberg sits down on "The Colbert Report" (11:30 p.m., Comedy Central) ... Lindsay Lohan, Jamie Edwards and Real Estate appear on "Late Show With David Letterman" (11:35 p.m., CBS) ... Jimmy Fallon welcomes Jennifer Garner, Dave Grohl, Krist Novoselic and Stevie Nicks on "The Tonight Show" (11:35 p.m., NBC) ... Kate Upton, Cole Hauser and Neon Trees appear on "Jimmy Kimmel Live" (11:35 p.m., ABC). 


Denis Leary, Thomas Middleditch and Fitz and the Tantrums visit "Late Night With Seth Meyers" (12:35 a.m., NBC) ... Craig Ferguson hosts Sharon Osbourne and Tony Kanaan on "The Late Late Show" (12:35 a.m., CBS).


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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