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'THE VOICE' CARRIES NBC; THE SHERLOCK EFFECT


-- Want proof that NBC has regained some clout? Up against the live finale of "The Voice" (9 p.m.), ABC, Fox and CW are airing only repeats. That wouldn't happen when "The Biggest Loser" (8 p.m.) was the network's most popular show. 


-- Life imitates art. And then some. Andrew Lincoln ("The Walking Dead") narrates "How Sherlock Changed the World" (9 p.m., PBS, check local listings), a documentary look at how Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's fictional character influenced real police work when it was published more than 120 years ago. 


From securing crime scenes to examining blood, evidence, fingerprints, ballistics, bullet trajectory and other scientific methods, Conan Doyle's character "schooled" Victorian era police on detective work. And, as fans of "Sherlock" surely know, logic and deduction offer the greatest tools of all when examining evidence and allowing that, and nothing else, to lead to the truth. 


"Changed" does a good job of discussing the impact of the Baker Street sleuth. But the narration frequently slips into referring to Holmes as a real person. It often resembles a cable documentary, repeating a just-established point, over and over again, as if after commercial breaks. And it hardly disguises its role as a promotion for the third season of "Sherlock," returning to "Masterpiece Mystery" in January.  


In focusing almost exclusively on detective work, "Changed" does not discuss the impact of the Holmes stories on literature, their role in establishing the detective novel genre and even their lingering impact on television series. 


Sherlock Holmes would inspire generations of famous private detectives, operating in a world where the police were considered incompetent or worse. We see this theme run from Holmes to Sam Spade to "Peter Gunn" and "Mannix," even to TV superheroes like "Superman" and "Batman." It would take well into the late 1960s (when many viewers embraced a political cry for "law & order") for the depiction of competent cops to eclipse the TV private eye. 


-- The panelists on "Real Sports with Bryant Gumbel" (10 p.m., HBO) look back at the sports stories that moved them in 2013. 


They include personality profiles of Kelly Slater, the most decorated professional surfer in history, Chris Paul of the Los Angeles Clippers and sailor Alex Thomson. There's also Bill O'Brien, who was put in the unenviable position of succeeding legendary Penn State football coach Joe Paterno. 


Some stories depart the playing field entirely, such as the role of the Ultra soccer fans in Egypt's revolution. Gumbel's panel includes Mary Carillo, Frank Deford, Jon Frankel, Bernard Goldberg, Andrea Kremer and Soledad O'Brien.  


TV-themed DVDs available today include the fourth season of "Justified." 


TONIGHT'S HOLIDAY THEMED EPISODES 


-- Flu threatens military families before the holidays on "NCIS" (8 p.m., CBS, TV-PG).


-- Kensi receives the perfect gift from a co-worker on "NCIS: Los Angeles" (9 p.m., CBS, TV-14).


TONIGHT'S OTHER HIGHLIGHTS 


-- Coulson's team hunts a killer on "Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D." (8 p.m., ABC, r, TV-14).


-- The petty crime beat proves illuminating on "Brooklyn Nine-Nine" (8:30 p.m., Fox, r, TV-PG). 


-- Finch flashes back to the machine's origins on "Person of Interest" (10 p.m., CBS, TV-14). 


CULT CHOICE 


-- Inspired by a Nickelodeon cartoon, the 2010 live action fantasy "The Last Airbender" (8 p.m., Nickelodeon) was considered even less three-dimensional than its source. 


SERIES NOTES


Half-baked inspiration on "Dads" (8 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14) ... Klaus revisits the French Quarter on "The Originals" (8 p.m., CW, r, TV-14).  


Jess can't click with a mean clique on "New Girl" (9 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14) ... Barry works at the store on "The Goldbergs" (9 p.m., ABC, r, TV-PG) ... A dog may be the only witness to a murder on "Supernatural" (9 p.m., CW, r, TV-14) ... Mindy suffers a medical emergency on "The Mindy Project" (9:30 p.m., Fox, r, TV-14) ... Kate hopes to pull her parental weight on "Trophy Wife" (9:30 p.m., ABC, r, TV-14) ... Ethical dilemmas on "What Would You Do?" (10 p.m., ABC, TV-14).


LATE NIGHT 


Erik Prince is scheduled on "The Daily Show With Jon Stewart" (11 p.m., Comedy Central) ... Tom Hanks and The Head and the Heart appear on "Conan" (11 p.m., TBS) ... Evangeline Lilly, Jeff Wild, Loni Love and Ryan Stout are booked on "Chelsea Lately" (11 p.m., E!) ... Garry Trudeau sits down on "The Colbert Report" (11:30 p.m., Comedy Central) ... Tom Selleck and Judge Greg Mathis are booked on "The Arsenio Hall Show" (Syndicated, check local listings).


Paul Rudd and Barbara Walters appear on "Late Show With David Letterman" (11:35 p.m., CBS) ... Jay Leno welcomes Olivia Wilde, Julie Scardina and Johnny Mathis on "The Tonight Show" (11:35 p.m., NBC)... Craig Ferguson hosts Alyssa Milano and Wilford Brimley on "The Late Late Show" (12:35 a.m., CBS).



(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)




**


**


**


EDITORS: For editorial questions, please contact Gillian Titus at gtitus@amuniversal.com.


COPYRIGHT 2013 UNITED FEATURE SYNDICATE 


DISTRIBUTED BY UNIVERSAL UCLICK FOR UFS

1130 Walnut St., Kansas City, MO 64106; 816-581-7500

