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TUNE IN TONIGHT by Kevin McDonough

THIN LINE BETWEEN REALITY PARODY AND THE REAL THING


-- We're knee-deep in the summer of the parody reality show. Both "Whodunnit?" on ABC and "Siberia" on NBC send up the genre, creating over-the-top dramas loosely based on "The Bachelor" and "Survivor," respectively. NBC's "Camp" often plays with reality motifs, offering a comedy version of good-looking young people getting in and out of bathing suits while pondering the deeper meanings of capture-the-flag. 


The CW's new series "Capture" (9 p.m., TV-PG) isn't a joke. It only seems like one. It's a mash-up of "Hunger Games" and a backyard, summer-night game of tag, produced and played in deadly earnest with grim paramilitary overtones. 


Set in "The Hunting Grounds," a fenced-in wilderness playground, "Capture" involves 12 teams of players tagged with GPS units that alert their rivals to their location if they stand still for three minutes. Two teams are hunted down every week, ending with a vote to see who is voted out of the nightmare compound. The last team left standing (for three minutes or fewer) will win a big prize. Australian marine biologist and shark-diving expert Luke Tipple is your host.


Like I said, this isn't a parody. It just sounds like one. 


-- If "Capture" seems like a pastiche of every reality series ever canceled, so does "The Profit" (10 p.m., CNBC), the latest in the business network's venture into look-alike "entertainment" shows. 


"Profit" host Marcus Lemonis wants to help small businesses return to profitability. A turnaround expert who has assisted more than 100 struggling firms, Lemonis will invest up to $2 million of his own cash to buy into businesses with a need for capital infusion and a potential for growth. 


CNBC is hoping that their two-million-dollar man will set "Profit" apart from ABC's "Shark Tank" and its imitators, including CNBC's recent series "Crowd Rules," a business-entertainment-investment reality show that debuted to a minuscule audience of fewer than 50,000 viewers. It was pulled from the schedule after two airings. 


-- As America's population ages, caring for seniors has become a major concern, and a big business. "Frontline: Life and Death in Assisted Living" (10 p.m., PBS, check local listings) looks into questions about America's largest assisted-living company and allegations that it may be putting the elderly at risk. 


TV-themed DVDs available today include "Samurai Pizza Cats: The Complete Series." 


TONIGHT'S OTHER HIGHLIGHTS 


-- A two-hour helping of "So You Think You Can Dance" (8 p.m., Fox, TV-14) features the remaining 14 contestants.


-- Hanna's mother needs Mona's testimony on "Pretty Little Liars" (8 p.m., ABC Family).


-- "America's Got Talent" (9 p.m., NBC, TV-PG). 


-- Mutiny on the Wizard on the season finale of "Deadliest Catch" (9 p.m., Discovery). 


-- A video of Jane goes viral on "Rizzoli & Isles" (9 p.m., TNT, TV-14).


-- Masked bullies taunt Danny on "Twisted" (9 p.m., ABC Family, TV-14).


-- Pierce puts a medical device under his microscope on "Perception" (10 p.m., TNT, TV-14)


CULT CHOICE 


-- Lisbon is the setting of the 1944 resistance drama "The Conspirators" (8 p.m., TCM) starring Hedy Lamarr, Paul Henreid, Sydney Greenstreet and Peter Lorre. Henreid and Lorre also starred in "Casablanca" (10 p.m.) in 1942. 


SERIES NOTES


Abby looks forward to Thanksgiving on "NCIS" (8 p.m., CBS, r, TV-PG) ... Jane Lynch hosts "Hollywood Game Night" (8 p.m., NBC, r) ... "Extreme Weight Loss" (8 p.m., ABC, TV-PG) ... Party like it's 1996 on "Whose Line is it Anyway?" (8 p.m., CW, TV-PG). 


Chechen terrorists on "NCIS: Los Angeles" (9 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... A mob hit man becomes a "Person of Interest" (10 p.m., CBS, r, TV-14) ... Megan needs grief counseling on "Body of Proof" (10 p.m., ABC, r, TV-14).


LATE NIGHT 


Tim Gunn is scheduled on "The Daily Show With Jon Stewart" (11 p.m., Comedy Central) ... Neil Patrick Harris, Shailene Woodley and Dan St. Germain appear on "Conan" (11 p.m., TBS) ... Atul Gawande sits down on "The Colbert Report" (11:30 p.m., Comedy Central).


Bryan Cranston, Amanda Seyfried and Michael Franti & Spearhead appear on "Late Show With David Letterman" (11:35 p.m., CBS) ... Jay Leno welcomes Kristin Chenoweth and Josh Gad on "The Tonight Show" (11:35 p.m., NBC) ... Larry David, Naya Rivera and Backstreet Boys appear on "Jimmy Kimmel Live" (11:35 p.m., ABC). 


Dan Aykroyd, Paula Patton, Brad Paisley and Booker T. Jones visit "Late Night With Jimmy Fallon" (12:35 a.m., NBC) ... Craig Ferguson hosts Henry Winkler and Valerie Azlynn on "The Late Late Show" (12:35 a.m., CBS).


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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