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DVD ALERT by Richard Roeper


(NOTE TO EDITORS: Each week Richard Roeper will provide you with eight minireviews of current DVD releases. Several will be holdovers from the previous week to allow you to time the minireviews with availability in your area.)


THE SECRET LIFE OF WALTER MITTY (Comedy, PG, 125 m., 2014). The latest adaptation of James Thurber's short story about an imaginative daydreamer is an ambitious and sometimes effective, but wildly uneven adventure that plays like one extended ego trip for director and star Ben Stiller. He goes for big, predictable, easy and obvious too often here. Rating: Two stars.


RIDE ALONG (Action comedy, PG-13, 100 m., 2014). We've seen hundreds of variations on the mismatched buddy-cop movie, and few have been as uninspired and depressingly dreadful as this one. Kevin Hart, who can be fall-down funny at times, at least gets points for infusing boundless energy into his role as a pint-sized video game enthusiast riding around with the snarl-and-growl cop (Ice Cube) whose sister he wants to marry. Rating: One and a half stars.


AUGUST: OSAGE COUNTY (Drama, R, 119 m., 2014). The dialogue is sometimes so sharp we wince, and the acting by an ensemble of world-class actors led by Meryl Streep, Julia Roberts, Ewan McGregor and Chris Cooper is for the most part superb. But this adaptation of Tracy Letts' play ultimately is sour, loud and draining. Nearly everyone in this story would be the most horrific person at your average dinner party. Rating: Two stars.


THE HOBBIT: THE DESOLATION OF SMAUG (Fantasy adventure, PG-13, 161 m., 2013). There's far less fussing about in this movie than in its precursor "The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey," and although "Smaug" moves at a faster pace, it still feels overlong. At least this leg of the quest features giant spiders and a hot elf. Can't miss with that. Martin Freeman, Ian McKellen and Richard Armitage return to star, and Peter Jackson's 3-D visuals are as breathtaking as ever. Rating: Three stars.


ANCHORMAN 2: THE LEGEND CONTINUES (Comedy, PG-13, 119 m., 2013). It's a marvel the way Will Ferrell flings himself into playing the loathsome idiot for the ages Ron Burgundy, hired in this sequel to anchor on a cable news network in the early 1980s. The gang all returns -- Paul Rudd, Steve Carell, David Koechner, Christina Applegate -- and they're great. Funnier than the original, "Anchorman 2" is also, in its own loony way, a sobering look at the television business then -- and now. Rating: Three and a half stars.


DELIVERY MAN (Comedy, PG-13, 105 m., 2013). In his comfort zone, Vince Vaughn plays a fast-talking, underachieving, irresponsible lout who learns he's the biological father of some 533 children. Weird concept. Weird movie. Writer/director Ken Scott gives us an uneven mishmash that alternates between easy gags, shameless sentimentality and some just plain bizarre choices. The story gets more ludicrous with each passing development. Rating: Two stars.


THE WOLF OF WALL STREET (Crime comedy, R, 180 m., 2013). Martin Scorsese directs the story of an amoral Wall Street hustler (the ever-charismatic Leonardo DiCaprio) -- a user, a taker, a rat and a scoundrel. Though the little bleep sometimes wears out his welcome, we stick around to see if he gets his comeuppance and to marvel at Scorsese's continuing mastery. Jonah Hill overdoes it as DiCaprio's right-hand man, and Matthew McConaughey is mesmerizing as his first mentor. Rating: Three and a half stars.


MANDELA: LONG WALK TO FREEDOM (Biography, PG-13, 141 m., 2013). Idris Elba captures the fire and passion of Nelson Mandela as a young activist, his resilience as a political prisoner and his wisdom as a forgiving elder statesman in Justin Chadwick's telling of Mandela's epic life. This may be the most complete and compelling interpretation of Mandela the man and Mandela the symbol ever captured on film. Rating: Three stars.


(Editors: For editorial questions, contact Sue Roush, sroush(at)amuniversal.com.)
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