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WHAT DO 'IDOL' AND THE TORONTO BLUE JAYS HAVE IN COMMON?


-- The last two finalists warble for the judges on the final night of competition on "American Idol" (8 p.m., Fox, TV-14). But will the judges pay attention? Or will they be staring at their pink slips? Reports surfaced or, rather, erupted last week that the entire panel was going to be fired. Even Randy ("Yo, yo, yo, dawg") Jackson quit, and he's been part of the show since Millard Fillmore was president. 


I don't know enough, or care enough, and haven't paid sufficient attention to catalog the shortcomings of judges Mariah Carey, Nicki Minaj and Keith Urban. Suffice it to say, they were famous, so they were supposed to drag their fans into the show's audience. Instead, they seemed to repel the show's faithful. 


These things happen. And not just on television. Anybody who follows baseball knows that owners can buy a boatload of high-paid talent, but they can't always forge good teams. It's called bad chemistry. The latest example of a chemistry project gone awry can be found in Toronto. More than any other team, the Blue Jays added lots of talent in the offseason. Many prognosticators picked them to dominate their division. So far, they stink. It's only May, so the Blue Jays can turn it around. But "Idol" wraps up its year tomorrow night, and sadly, more people will tune in to see how ugly it gets rather than watch the new winner be crowned. That's what happens when you turn what was once the most popular talent competition on television into "Hollywood Squares." 


Celebrities of all stripes have infected the reality genre, at least on network television. And it's beginning to smell rotten. We can't just watch strangers on "Survivor" anymore. Former "stars" are continually recycled. "The Apprentice" has given way exclusively to its "Celebrity" version. We're supposed to care about Andy Dick on "Dancing With the Stars." 


In contrast, cable reality shows are thriving by discovering unpolished personalities. Would anyone ever watch "Celebrity Deadliest Catch," "Celebrity Pawn Stars" or the "Duck Dynasty All-Star Celebrity Review"? I would probably tune in for "Celebrity Exterminator," but for all the wrong reasons. 


-- "Arrow" (8 p.m., CW, TV-PG), a bona fide hit for its network and one of the more successful new shows to launch this season, wraps up its first year with Oliver and Diggle racing to stop the Dark Archer.  


TONIGHT'S SEASON FINALES


-- A journalist gets embedded with the team on "CSI" (10 p.m., CBS, TV-14).


-- Hellzapoppin' on "Supernatural" (9 p.m., CW, TV-14). 


TONIGHT'S OTHER HIGHLIGHTS


-- Frankie is assumed to be a doctor on "The Middle" (8 p.m., ABC, TV-PG). 


-- A victim's past emerges after she's dredged from the river on "Law & Order: Special Victims Unit" (9 p.m., NBC, TV-14). 


-- "MythBusters" (9 p.m., Discovery, TV-PG) tackles life's most compelling question: electric hand dryer or paper towel? 


-- Auditions continue on "So You Think You Can Dance" (9 p.m., Fox, TV-14). 


-- An RV vacation feels too close for comfort on "Modern Family" (9 p.m., ABC, TV-PG). 


-- Shay anticipates motherhood on "Chicago Fire" (10 p.m., NBC, TV-14). 


-- Lamar is suddenly in Rayna's corner on "Nashville" (10 p.m., ABC, TV-PG). 


-- The extinction of our Neanderthal cousins is explored on "Secrets of the Dead" (10 p.m., PBS, TV-PG, check local listings).


-- Shawn and Gus go undercover to find out who killed a radio star on "Psych" (10 p.m., USA, TV-PG). 


CULT CHOICE


A lone police officer (Mel Gibson) stands up to post-apocalyptic anarchy in the 1979 thriller "Mad Max" (8 p.m., G4). The movie's spare brilliance went out the window by the time the bloated 1985 sequel "Mad Max Beyond Thunderdome" (10 p.m., Reelz) was released. 


SERIES NOTES


On two episodes of "2 Broke Girls" (CBS, r, TV-14): an all-nighter (8 p.m.); love may not be in the stars (8:30 p.m.) ... "Dateline NBC" (8 p.m.) ... A posh assignment on "Family Tools" (8:30 p.m., ABC, TV-PG).


Panic in Detroit on "Criminal Minds" (9 p.m., CBS, TV-14) ... Polly returns to school on "How To Live With Your Parents (For the Rest of Your Life)" (9:30 p.m., ABC, TV-PG).


LATE NIGHT 


Olympia Snowe is scheduled on "The Daily Show With Jon Stewart" (11 p.m., Comedy Central) ... Zach Galifianakis, Jim Gaffigan and Beware of Darkness appear on "Conan" (11 p.m., TBS) ... Zachary Quinto, Brad Wollack, Morgan Murphy and Greg Fitzsimmons are booked on "Chelsea Lately" (11 p.m., E!) ... Cyndi Lauper sits down on "The Colbert Report" (11:30 p.m., Comedy Central).


Ed Helms and Brad Paisley appear on "Late Show With David Letterman" (11:35 p.m., CBS) ... Jay Leno welcomes Usher, Nick Offerman and Pyramids on "The Tonight Show" (11:35 p.m., NBC) ... Jason and Jarron Collins, J.J. Abrams and Huey Lewis & the News appear on "Jimmy Kimmel Live" (11:35 p.m., ABC) ... Craig Ferguson hosts Ice-T and Paula Poundstone on "The Late Late Show" (12:35 a.m., CBS).


(Kevin McDonough can be reached at kevin.tvguy@gmail.com.)
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