The plank in Gina Lopez’s eye
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ABS-CBN Foundation managing director Gina Lopez is getting a lot of flak nowadays.

Her critics are questioning her credibility as a supposed “eco warrior” and environmental activists because of her silence on serious environmental issues and controversies involving herself as well as her family’s businesses.

All these negative media reports and commentaries about the double standard of the outspoken Lopez scion remind us of the biblical passage which says: “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye?”

Indeed her detractors might have a point in their challenge to Lopez that perhaps she should first address the environmental issues and concerns involving her and her family’s businesses before she disparages and condemns others on what she thinks are their sins against the environment.

For example, Lopez might wish to take time to respond to the report of the Commission on Audit that her much-publicized pet project to rehabilitate the Pasig River has been bungled and P17.7 million of taxpayers’ money has been lost.

The job of explaining falls on Lopez because she is the chairperson of the Pasig River Rehabilitation Commission which is the agency in charge of the rehabilitation of the Pasig River.

The COA 2012 report said PRCC wasted millions worth of recycling equipment because the commission decided to buy the equipment in advance before the facilities were ready. It turns out that it was able to build only one functioning materials recovery facility when it committed to build 10 in four years.

COA said the MRFs were crucial in the plan to establish clean river zones along the Pasig, but the company which won the contract in 2009 was able to construct only four, of which only one is working.

“Considering the length of time since the equipment was purchased, its operational efficiency has already diminished which may render it inoperable by the time all MRFs are completed. This could be attributed to the non-completion of MRFs on time. We were informed that the PRRC has no storage facility which would accommodate all the equipment hence, they were distributed to various locations where the MRF projects are to be constructed,” the COA said.

Since Lopez has become the “face” of the Pasig rehabilitation, it would be best if she is the one who would explain the negative COA finding.

Another controversial “green project” of Gina Lopez is the La Mesa Ecopark in Quezon City.

ABS-CBN Foundation where Lopez is the managing director is the private partner in the operation of the ecopark with the government represented by the Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage System and the Quezon City government.

There is a negative COA finding on the income-sharing scheme for the ecopark where MWSS was not getting its share of the profits for its operations.

In the MOA signed between the ABS-CBN Foundation, MWSS and the Quezon City government the sharing was supposed to be 40 percent for MWSS, 30 percent for AFI and 30 percent for the Quezon City government.

The 2011 COA report on the La Mesa Ecopark operations showed that the project earned P22 million in net income from 2004 to the first half of 2009 but the supposed MWSS share of P8.3 million “has not been remitted.”

The COA report also noted that AFI charged a management fee of 15 percent but the COA observed that “no supporting document was presented to show approval by either the MWSS Board of Trustees or La Mesa Executive Board on the 15 percent management fee being charged by the AFI.”

Again, Lopez might wish to explain all these issue on the La Mesa Ecopark.

Another controversy where Gina Lopez is at the center is the resort was built by Lopez’s Bantay Kalikasan in Brooke’s Point Sabsaban Falls.

The indigenous people in the area says the resort is illegally occupying what they considered as sacred ground and that the tree cutting made by Lopez’s group as well as the occupation of their ancestral land were made without the approval of the National Commission of Indigenous People.

Four lodges have been reportedly built in the area occupied by Bantay Kalikasan in Brooke’s Point for this “Glamping” (glamour camping) project where the charge reportedly is P25,000 per day plus fees for crossing a bridge that tribal groups had built long before Lopez and Bantay Kalikasan showed interest in the area.

Lopez says the project in Brooke’s Point including all the construction they have made there is legal and they have secured the appropriate local government permits.

What have been mentioned here are only controversial “green” projects involving Gina Lopez personally. There are a number of other big controversies on the environment involving her family’s business activities where Lopez the supposed “eco warrior” too has turned a blind eye.

But that would be a topic for a future column.
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