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Is the Europe-based pressure group Greenpeace waging a Vietnam-style low-intensity conflict in the Philippines?

This is the question going around nowadays and was obviously ignited by recent reports that a group of some 300 “farmers” attacked and destroyed a trial farm in Pili, Camarines Sur.

The trial farm belongs to the Department of Agriculture and is being run by the Philippine Rice Research Institute (PhilRice), an international body based in Los Baños, Laguna. PhilRice scientists, per media reports, are conducting tests of a new plant variety called Golden Rice. It looks like Greenpeace dislikes this variety, too, as much as it does its present nemesis, Bt Talong.

A local group sporting the familiar militant label “kilusan” owned up to the attack. Unfortunately, nobody believes at the moment that the group of 300 “farmers” acted on their own. The suspicion is that the local operators of Greenpeace are behind these militant groups of “farmers”.

On the week that the attack on the PhilRice trial hit media, another interesting story came out in the papers. This was about the Department of Justice throwing a petition for review filed by Greenpeace to the waste can.

The petition has to do with an earlier ruling by a lower court which found probable cause to charge several Greenpeace members with the crime of malicious mischief. They were charged following a 2011 attack on a trial farm run by the University of the Philippines-Los Baños (UPLB) which was planted by Bt Talong.

Now, the recent attack by the group of 300 “farmers” on the PhilRice farm has a resemblance to the 2011 attack conducted by the Greenpeace members no facing charges on the UPLB farm.

This has led many to ask: did Greenpeace learn its lesson based on the 2011 faux pas and has now therefore resorted to using proxies to carry out its war against the scientific testing of new crop varieties in the Philippines?

If this is true, then Greenpeace has definitely resorted to the Vietnam strategy of low-intensity conflict used by the American government in the early stages of that country’s infamous civil war.

The LIC strategy uses so-called “selective attacks” using “small forces”. Of course, some would say that mobilizing 300 “farmers” is not a use of “small force”. That is a battalion-sized assault.

But that brings us to the other feature of LIC. It’s the use of proxies. In the Vietnam experience, it was the deployment of soldiers against their own people. In short, in our case, it’s Greenpeace deploying Filipinos against fellow Filipinos.

In the 2011 Greenpeace destruction of the UPLB trial farm, some of its operators involved sported foreign sounding names.

Among those charged in connection with that Greenpeace attack at UPLB, two names stand out:   Shivani Shah and Ali Abbas.

A quick check on the web showed that Shivani Shah is an operator of Greenpeace India. She is a foreigner who took part in what the DoJ described as “deliberate and concerted action which caused damage to property” in the Philippines.

Like Shivani Shah, a check on the internet showed that the accused Ali Abbas is also an operator of Greenpeace India.

Filipinos are a hospitable people, but they resent it a lot when foreigners meddle in what is viewed as a domestic issue. This was the lesson learned by Dutch national Thomas Van Beersum. He was the alien caught on camera taunting a crying Filipino policeman.

The incident happened during the last State of the Nation Address. Van Beersum has since then become a hated figure in social media. Last we heard, he has been deported.

The alien Van Beersum did nothing more than taunt a Filipino policeman. The aliens Shivani Shah and Ali Abbas appear to have done more than just taunt the Filipino scientific community. They have actually been accused of a crime against Philippine laws.

We don’t know if Shah and Abbas will suffer the same fate as Van Beersum. What we know is that the degree of disgust the Dutch meddler managed to trigger among Filipinos can be approximated by what the Shah-Abbas alien  tandem potentially can.

Is Greenpeace avoiding the Shah-Abbas pitfall by deploying Filipino “farmers” to wreak havoc on scientific agricultural tests?

Maybe, yes; maybe, no.

What is clear thus far is that somebody with lots of resources has managed to get some 300 Filipino “farmers” to go to war against their own.

The Americans thought LICs and the deployment of proxies are cheaper than conventional warfare.

Of course, history proved that, at the end, it is more costly.

Far more costly than the damage wrought on our trial farms.
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