BI should monitor Greenpeace
by Alvin Capino 
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Isn’t it about time that the Bureau of Immigration monitored the activities of foreign operatives of the European activist group Greenpeace in the country?

This is the question being asked today in the wake of revelations that several foreigners may have been involved in an alleged destructive act for which several Greenpeace operators in the country are now facing charges.

Recall that the Department of Justice,  through Undersecretary Jose Vicente Salazar, recently issued a resolution junking an appeal by Greenpeace to have charges of malicious mischief against several of its operators dismissed.

The operators were charged following a 2011 incident where they allegedly figured in the raid and destruction of a trial farm of the University of the Philippines-Los Baños. The raid and destruction of the crops by the suspects resulted in some P25 million in damages.

The DoJ pooh-poohed the excuse offered by Greenpeace which said that, in conducting the destructive raid, its operators were merely conducting “decontamination action.”

The DoJ warned Greenpeace that its “deliberate and concerted action which caused damage to property, particularly the Bt Eggplants of UP-Los Baños” was not justified.

Earlier, this column expressed concern that two of the suspects named in the case are foreigners. These are Greenpeace operatives Shivani Shah and Ali Abbas who appear to be Indian nationals.

It is alarming that Greenpeace is apparently deploying foreigners in this country to engage in actions that, as alleged in the charges against them, are destructive to property.

We suggest that the Bureau of Immigration (BI) closely monitor the deployment of other similarly engaged foreign operatives by this group.

Of course, we doubt if Shivani Shah and Ali Abbas are still in the country. It may be safe to presume that Greenpeace may have conveniently slipped them out of the Philippines in order to avoid the legal consequences of the destructive raid on the UPLB experimental farm.

That means Greenpeace’s local operatives may have been left behind holding the bag. The co-accused of the suspected Indian nationals Shah and Abbas are Benjean Tolosa, Rhoda Amoda and several others.

Our lawyer friends say that the penalty for malicious mischief, if the damage inflicted by convicted offenders cost more than one thousand pesos, is prision correccional. This is a prison term which, at its minimum, runs from six months and one day to two years and four months.

Of course, we doubt that the accused Greenpeace operatives would ever land in jail, given the group’s vast financial resources and battery of lawyers plus the international pressure that will bear upon our courts. This is a European-funded group; it is possible it has patrons in high places.

We hope the BI would also find out if any foreigner is involved in inciting locals to undertake a similar activity. This is in view of a similar incident which took place recently. In this one, some 300 militants were involved and the damages were inflicted on a trial farm operated by the Philippine Rice Research Institute.

It may good for the BI to find out if these militants were agitated or even organized by foreign operatives of whatever group and persuasion. This is because the thinking is that Filipinos will not harm their own interest. Legitimate Filipino farmers do not go around burning down other people’s farms, much less in a very organized and systematic fashion as what happened recently.

Filipinos respect the right of Greenpeace operatives to dramatize their objection to the research work of our scientists. They can shout all they want. They can even lie down on the street provided they don’t obstruct traffic.

But they cannot go around burning down our farms, much less use their foreign operatives to engage in such acts.

That would be too much for us to take. That would be adding insult to injury.

We do not know where Greenpeace got the idea that it can raid and destroy farms here without being held accountable for the damage. “Decontamination action” is a cute term but there is nowhere in the Revised Penal Code that exempts them from criminal and civil liabilities based on that rhetoric.

All foreigners who come here, as tourists, students, diplomats or businessmen, are all bound to respect our laws.

Greenpeace’s foreign operatives are no exception. It European ties does not put it above the law.

Aliens who think that way are considered undesirable.
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