New COA ‘offensive’ vs. VP Binay
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Vice President Jojo Binay should watch out. There is talk within the highly politicized Commission on Audit that a new “offensive” on old issues has been launched against him with the obvious objective of scuttling his possible presidential bid in 2016.

It seems that some officials of the Aquino administration are unhappy that Binay is unscathed in the many controversies hounding the government right now, from the pork barrel scam to the Zamboanga crisis.

In fact Binay has emerged looking good in those controversies from his decision to ask Congress to take out the P200 million funding for special projects of the Office of the Vice President in the national budget as a result of the pork barrel controversy to his success in opening the door for ceasefire talks with MNLF chairman Nur Misuari.

Binay’s political rivals tried to make an issue of his alleged meddling in the Zamboanga crisis after the ceasefire talks was scuttled.  Apparently those in charge of handling the Zamboanga situation could not accept that Binay would get the credit for stopping the fighting.

However many people, especially those from Zamboanga, now realize that had the Binay ceasefire initiative pushed through, it would have save many lives, prevented the destruction of properties, and avoided the suffering of the more than 100,000 evacuees.

Understandably, those supporting the presidential ambition of Binay’s potential presidential opponents from the Liberal Party wants to dig up issues that would result at the very least in a credible complaint before the Ombudsman.  They apparently want to use COA for the demolition job against Binay.

No, it’s not the controversial COA Commissioner Heidi Mendoza who is heading the efforts to pin Binay. The credibility of Mendoza has been compromised by her admission before the Sandiganbayan that her latest initiative against the Binays particularly the graft case she filed against former Makati Mayor Elenita Binay was not sanctioned by COA.

Binay’s spokesman Joey Salgado said this admission by Mendoza that she did not secure the endorsement of COA just proved the political motive behind the filing of the case by Mendoza who has reportedly been reviewing Makati City’s program and projects during the 23 years that the Vice President served as mayor.

Sources from COA claim that the task of going after Binay has been passed on to Commissioner Rowena Guanzon.

Guanzon, the former mayor of Cadiz, Negros Occidental and former law professor at the University of the Philippines, is said to be a nominee of Interior and Local Government Secretary Mar Roxas and was appointed as COA Commissioner only last March.

The COA sources allege that Guanzon called a meeting attended by several auditors last September 24 at the COA main office in Commonwealth Avenue in Quezon City where she allegedly expressed her dissatisfaction that the auditors have not come up with any negative findings in the Makati Friendship Suites, a hostel established during the time of the vice president as Makati Mayor.

Visiting local government officials belonging to Makati’s sister cities are billeted in the Makati Friendship Suites.

The sources claim that Guanzon wanted an audit report on possible anomalies in the purchase and operations of Makati Friendship Suites but and she allegedly said during the meeting that she urgently needs the report because “pina-follow up na ito.”

These remarks, if true, are really disturbing since they are coming from a ranking official of a supposed independent government agency.

We hope this is not true considering the solid credentials of Guanzon who graduated in the top ten of her class at the UP College of Law and has a degree in Economics also from UP. She even has a master’s degree in Public Administration from the Harvard Kennedy School of Government.

If Guanzon has not yet gotten her confirmation from the Commission of Appointments, perhaps the members of the commission can ask her to confirm (or deny) that Sept. 24 meeting she allegedly called.

We would not be surprised if Mendoza was the one going after Binay on the Makati Friendship Suites issue. In fact Mendoza, in July last year, had already done this when she headed the investigation of the hostel which was purchased in 2002 using then-Mayor Binay’s special project fund under a city ordinance.

The purchase of three unfinished buildings at the Guadalupe Bliss Housing project was authorized by a city ordinance passed also in 2002.

The Makati Friendship Suites project as well as other programs and projects of the vice president when he was still mayor, according to Binay’s spokesman Salgado, had passed reviews and audits conducted in the past by resident auditors and audit teams. Still, Mendoza had insisted that they be subjected to another audit.

Salgado has pointed out that Mendoza had been “very vocal” about her dislike for Binay. This is probably the reason why another COA official is needed to conduct a new investigation of the old issues against Binay.
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