Surprise, surprise
by Adelle Chua 
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The elections are over and we go back to the business called living from day to day.  It’s a relief to return to the old routines without those campaign jingles blaring away from a distance. The streets will be less littered again and the mug shots of the candidates will no longer pollute our space.

But what is it they live for: The elections or the actual term of office? Ideally the highlight should be the three-year period between now and 2016, where the winners would be preoccupied with translating their promises into reality. Then again, the positioning for 2016 has already started. No wonder we have trouble taking off—when our leaders say “future”, they actually only mean the next three (or six) years before they have to woo the public to vote for them, or their relative/ protege again.

***

Before May 13, there were many complaints that this has got to be one of the worst elections ever, with  choices limited to nondescript candidates bearing familiar-sounding surnames.

The results, however, gave us a surprise —and plenty to talk about.

For example, the unassuming and previously unheard-of Grace Poe trumped consistent topnotcher Loren Legarda.  My first reaction to this was—does it matter? They are both going to be in the Senate, anyway, having the same job description.

But of course it matters. The number of votes is a statement and a source of pride for the candidate.  It tells us what kind of candidate more people want.  Many see the victory of Poe as a vindication for her father’s defeat in 2004 (If he had won, however, and then died soon after the elections as he did, what would have happened?).  Did campaigning on her father’s image help much? Then again, the actor was known for his films and not for public service.

Was it because the daughter was a fresh face, seemingly knowledgeable yet humble and serene? Indeed she was a contrast to the many others who have become smug with self-importance.

You also wonder whether the last-minute accusation thrown against Senator Legarda made a dent in her latest bid.  Days before the elections, the senator was accused of having a pricey piece of property in Manhattan, something which she did not declare in her Statement of Assets, Liabilities and Net Worth until recently.

By itself, the non-declaration might have been common.  But the fact that Legarda voted to convict a former chief justice for a similar offense makes her a hypocrite—if the accusations were true, of course.

Would Poe and Legarda would have occupied top spots had they chosen the other coalition or remained as guest candidates of both teams?

***

The Internet can be cruel. Netizens’ feedback is immediate and their opinions strong and fearless.  Nancy Binay has been on the receiving end of such jokes.     Some go as far as commenting on the color of her skin and her absolute lack of professional experience outside of assisting her parents.

The memes can make you chuckle. This early, Binay must realize she has a bigger challenge than her fellow winners. She has to prove her critics wrong. Alas, not showing up at the proclamation is not a good way to start.

Her biggest mistake could be deciding to run in the first place.  That she is now on our payroll was the public’s choice – is an even bigger, collective wrong.

***

Of course Risa Hontiveros must be dismayed that she failed to make it to the Senate for the second time. Not even her mighty alampay was able to save her.  She is knowledgeable and a firm advocate of reproductive health. Could this have caused her defeat?

***

The whole idea behind personality politics is the grossly erroneous notion that our officials are meant to be saviors.  They style themselves as such, but why should we believe them? What they should be are facilitators.  They should not give us good lives; they should instead create conditions where everybody has a fair chance to improve his or her own life.

If it’s not the savior, then it’s the underdog. Filipinos just love the “kawawa” —just look at how big teleseryes here are.  Hence, we have so-called sympathy votes.

I guess this is why we keep getting the leaders we have, and this is why Philippine politics is viewed with a mix of derision and amusement by Filipinos and foreigners alike. Truly, elections are more fun in the Philippines. God help us all.
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