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Bringing Kapuso experience abroad

GMA International, the business unit that manages the operation and distribution of GMA Network’s international channels, marked another year of success as it continues to strengthen its presence abroad.

The year 2013 saw GMA Pinoy TV, GMA Life TV and GMA News TV International reaching more Filipino households abroad with Palau and Malaysia being the latest addition to over a hundred countries and territories where the channels are available.

In an effort to provide its viewers with better services, the channels were also launched on new carriers in Singapore, Canada, and, most notably, in the Middle East which has the second largest Filipino population next to North America.

Consistent with the Network’s purpose of providing superior news and entertainment, GMA Pinoy TV and GMA Life TV presented its subscribers with new original shows such as The Balikbayan Project, the first original series produced by GMA Pinoy TV, which follows the Basco family as they rediscover their roots in the Philippines, and Home Away From Home, a docu-series that features the homes of noteworthy Filipinos from all over the world. Furthermore, GMA News TV International has included regional newscasts in its programming lineup, in order to connect our kababayans overseas with their home provinces.

As a testament to its successful endeavors throughout the year, GMA International has also been recognized by various award-giving bodies for business practices and original programs. GMA won a record of eight NAMIC Excellence in Multicultural Marketing Awards (EMMA), a prestigious global marketing competition, which is the most the Network has received in its history of inclusion in the said competition.

GMA Pinoy TV’s longest running program on immigration law, Pusong Pinoy sa Amerika, won a bronze Telly Award in the Information Category and Best TV Show in the Migration Advocacy and Media Awards. Moreover, the program was cited for its Outstanding Reporting on Civil Liberties Ethnic Communities in the NAM Ethnic Media Awards.

Furthermore, Power ng Pinoy, a program that showcases success stories of Filipinos abroad, also accumulated major wins in three prestigious competitions, receiving two gold Hermes Awards, two bronze Tellys, and an Honorable Mention in the Plaridel Awards.

Continuously upholding its promise of bringing Filipinos closer to home, the Network’s international operations unit goes beyond developing original and relevant programming for its Filipino subscribers by also initiating on-ground events for the Filipino community abroad.

To celebrate its eighth year, GMA International, with My-HD, its new partner in the Middle East, brought Christian Bautista, Rachelle Ann Go, Julie Ann San Jose and Marian Rivera to Dubai for a concert entitled Kapusong Pinoy sa Dubai which attracted scores of supporters from the Middle East.

Likewise, Kapuso artists were on hand to join their fellow Pinoys in the different celebrations of Philippine Independence Day outside the country. Apart from these festivities, GMA International also took part in the OPM Festival and Pista sa Nayon event in Canada, which highlighted the best of Filipino Music; Battle of the Barrios, a talent competition for the Fil-Am youth in New York; and the eagerly anticipated My Husband’s Lover US Tour that solidified the show’s status as a groundbreaking success.

Owing to recent events, some carriers of GMA International broadcast the channels free of charge, effectively keeping our overseas countrymen updated on the developments since the Yolanda tragedy. GMA International also showed solidarity with the Filipino community abroad in the fundraising initiatives for the victims of the typhoon.

“GMA International remains one at heart with Filipinos abroad,” expressed GMA Vice President and Head of International Operations, Joseph Francia. “We look forward to continuing our efforts of sharing the Kapuso experience to our kababayans in the years to come.”
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Jinggoy looking forward productive 2014

Despite the hurdles he is going to jump over this year, still Senator Jinggoy Ejercito Estrada is positive 2014 would be a more productive year for him. And he means in terms of meaningful legislation and public service, and a more auspicious period marked with resolution and absence of controversies.

“This year has been a very challenging time for me and my family. I, together with my two colleagues in the chamber, have been unfairly accused in connection to the so-called pork barrel scam. I trust that in due time, the truth will come out and my name will be cleared,” Jinggoy says.

Jinggoy notes that the number 13 is especially controversy-laden, not only for him but for the Estradas. His father, former President Joseph “Erap” Estrada assumed as the 13th President of the Republic in 1998. But the term was cut short by an impeachment in 2000 and unconstitutional removal from office on 2001.

“Thirteen years after, I am now the one charged by the Department of Justice,” the younger Estrada says.

Nevertheless, Jinggoy underscores that intrigues did not deter him from performing his job and carrying out his pro-poor advocacies.

“I hope to carry on with the healthy cooperation and productive collaboration with the Department of Labor and Employment and active stakeholders in the labor sector in crafting and pushing for the passage of beneficial laws and policies in the years to come,” says Jinggoy, who is now serving his remaining years of his second term as a member of the Senate.

In the days leading to the opening of the 16th Congress, Sen. Estrada welcomed the newly elected and neophyte members of the chamber in his capacity as Acting Senate President, following the unexpected irrevocable resignation of then Senate President Juan Ponce Enrile during the last plenary session of the previous congress.

In introducing his set of priority bills, Sen. Estrada placed highest importance in the advancing the welfare and upholding the rights of workers, and providing better benefits to employees.

Recently, Jinggoy was hailed as one of the most prolific legislators having filed the most number of bills at 525, according to the Senate Legislative Bills and Index Service. The figure excludes the number of resolutions filed.

During the initial meeting of the Senate Labor Committee for the 16th Congress, Sen. Estrada vowed to support and readily act on the priority labor measures as espoused by the DOLE. These include the proposed Magna Carta for Seafarers, Apprenticeship Bill and the Bill Strengthening the Public Employment Service Office (PESO), and nine other bills.

Sen. Estrada also delivered a privilege speech entitled “Maginoo Pero Sobrang Bastos” condemning the alleged “sex-for-flight” modus. This led to a Senate inquiry on the scheme, which victimized female wards of the overseas welfare centers for migrant workers into prostitution and in exchange for repatriation ticket to the Philippines.

Further, in an effort to effectively address the growing concerns of the millions of overseas Filipino workers, Jinggoy called for a public hearing aimed to write under a new and clear charter the specific functions and responsibilities of the Overseas Workers Welfare Administration (OWWA).

During the onslaught of calamities in various parts of the country, Sen. Estrada was one of the first to personally visit and lend a comforting hand to the victims. The lawmaker made the rounds and conducted relief efforts in Habagat-hit Rizal, earthquake-devastated Bohol, supertyphoon-flattened Ormoc City, Leyte and Guiuan, Eastern Samar, among others.

“I am fully committed to making the best out of my remaining two years in office as a Senator. I shall continue to become the representative of the masses in the Senate, as I have introduced myself to the electorate in earning my mandate. I will work even harder and double and triple my efforts to serve the people and the masses,” Jinggoy vows.
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