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Kim Chiu, James Yap named 2013’s newsmakers

HIS year, PEP.ph (Philippine Entertainment Portal) is recognizing the industry’s “influencers” or what the people managing the web portal call the celebrities who are hot and well-liked; the brightest names in showbiz with The Pep List 2013.

For the past six years, PEP has been the one-stop shop for anything showbiz, as attested by its monthly 50 million page views since it was launched in 2007.

“Our year-long goal is to come up with a list, which we hope will become the reliable showbiz meter,” says Editor-in-Chief Jo-Ann Maglipon.

The Pep List will include the Editors’ Choice, the Pepsters’ Choice, and the Audited—the last two components are tabulated and verified by PEP’s official independent auditing partner firm, Punongbayan & Araullo Associates.

On March 27, the first batch of winners was announced at a press conference at Mango Tree Bistro, 7th Avenue, Bonifacio High Street Central, Bonifacio Global City, Taguig City.

From May 17, 2013 to Feb. 28, fans had cast their votes every quarter.

Here’s the result after generating more than 18 million votes:

Kim Chiu and James Yap emerge as the 2013 Newsmakers of the Year.

Kapuso hunks Tom Rodriguez and Dennis Trillo or #TomDen, the lead stars of the recent TV hit My Husband’s Lover, are chosen as Celebrity Pair of the Year.

The TV Male and Female Star of the Year are Vic Sotto and Kim Chiu, respectively, while comedian and host Joey De Leon and Superstar Nora Aunor are dubbed as the Showbiz Treasures of the Year.

Elmo Magalona and Julie Anne San Jose also made it big this year by winning the Teen Stars of the Year Award.

The eight-year-old “Aling Maliit” Ryzza Mae Dizon and child actor Renz Valerio are the Female and Male Child Stars of the Year.

FAB Award winners are Xian Lim and Lovi Poe, Breakout Star of the Year is Tom Rodriguez, and OPM Artist of the Year is Daniel Padilla.

Come May 20, 2014, all winners for The Pep List 2013 will be honored at the Awards Night, co-presented by SM Parisian, at the Solaire Resort and Casino, the official venue partner of PEP.
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Cagers at Goldilocks Greenhills opening

Top PBA players had a field day supporting fellow basketball player and San Juan Vice Mayor Francis Zamora during the recent opening of his Goldilocks branch at the Greenhills Shopping Center.

Heeding the clamor of food lovers who have grown to love the brand’s well-loved and reasonably-priced Filipino dishes, cakes and pastries, Zamora thought that investing in a franchise in the popular shopping mecca would be a timely business venture and an answered prayer for hungry shoppers.

Despite his hectic schedule as a public servant, Zamora is also a hands-on entrepreneur who honed his business acumen after completing a Business and Entrepreneurship program in New York University, after which he finished his Masters in Public Administration from the University of the Philippines.

A stickler for detail, he personally oversees all the store’s operational details—from franchise application, personnel training/development to actual store operations. In preparation for the store opening, Zamora dutifully complied with the franchise’s training program requirements by going to the Goldilocks Head Office from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. for one month to complete the managing director’s training. And now that Goldilocks Greenhills is open, he visits the store before and after City Hall office hours to make sure that everything is running smoothly.

The ribbon-cutting ceremony was led by San Juan Mayor Guia Gomez, along with celebrities including Edu Manzano, Grace Lee, GMA-7’s Ervic Vijandre and Bb. Pilipinas-Universe 2013 Ariella Arida.

Also present were Goldilocks Philippines Vice President, Franklin Go; Goldilocks Marketing Director Pinky Yee; talent manager Arnold Vegafria; Philippine Star columnist Wilson Lee Flores; Greenhills Shopping Center General Manager Cathy Ko; members of the San Juan city council; the Vice Mayor’s mom Rose Marie Zamora, his wife Keri Zamora and their children Amanda, Rocco, Nikita and Noah.
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Seair is back 

Here’s exciting news for travelers!  South East Asian Airlines International (SEAIR-i) re-opens its “Paradise-to-Paradise” routes through the return of its Caticlan and Puerto Princesa flights operating out of Clark.

The inaugural flight was on Holy Wednesday using its new IATA code “XO”, with special fares for as low as P2,085 from Clark to Caticlan, and P 2,085 from Caticlan to Puerto Princesa.

SEAIR-i flies daily from Clark to Caticlan, except Tuesdays and Saturdays and flies Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from Caticlan to Puerto Princesa and vice versa. These flights out of Clark will make travel to Boracay and Palawan more convenient to travellers from North and Central Luzon, including North Metro Manila, who will enjoy the traffic free convenience of departing and arriving at the strategically located Clark International Airport in Clark Freeport Zone, Pampanga.

Caticlan is a major gateway to Boracay, named the world’s number one island destination by Travel and Leisure magazine. Boracay offers four kilometers of pristine white sand beach and is one of the top windsurfing spots in Asia.

Another paradise destination Puerto Princesa in Palawan offers travellers some of the best beaches in the country. It offers numerous unique natural sites, including UNESCO World Heritage sites such as the Tubbataha Reef and the Subterranean River Natural Park, one of the new seven natural wonders of nature.

“SEAIR-i has pioneered in making Clark a major hub in taking travelers to the many paradise destinations in the country in its previous identity as SEAIR. As the reborn SEAIR International or SEAIR-i celebrates its 19th year as the second oldest airline brand in the Philippines we renew our commitment to support the Philippines’ tourism development goals,” said Avelino Zapanta, SEAIR president.

SEAIR-i uses the Dornier DO328 aircraft on its flights. It is the fastest, most advanced jet-prop, and the latest in a long line of technologically innovative aircraft manufactured by Germany-based Dornier. The aircraft enables SEAIR to offer the fastest flights from Clark to Caticlan at just 40 minutes. It has a large seat pitch with a feel of a big jet and is designed with more interior volume per passenger than the 100-seater Boeing 737. Dornier DO328s are capable of performing Short Take-Off and Landing (STOL) and is ideal for the small runway of Caticlan.

The special fares are available for booking at www.FlySeair.com for travel until June 15. For details, please visit the SEAIR Facebook Fan Page at www.facebook.com/flyseair for updates on promos and new routes.
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