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Ate Vi wows indie film crowd, impresses jury

Vilma Santos, also governor of Batangas province, proves she’s not just meant for mainstream movie but also for the growing independent movie crowd.

Starring in Jeffrey Jeturian’s Ekstra, entry to the recently concluded Cinemalaya Independent Film Festival, Santos impressed the jury for her role as a bit player (extra, hence the title) in the festival’s Directors Showcase and awarded her Best Performance of an Actress.

Co-star Ruby Ruiz was also honored with a Best Performance of a Supporting Actress.

Jeturian also bagged writing honors along with Zig Dulay and Antoinette Jadaone.

ABS-CBN’s Star Cinema co-produced the movie with Quantum Films, reason why it’s getting a wide release.

Ekstra is a touching drama-comedy film that revolves around the life of Loida Malabanan (Santos), a hardworking single mother who passionately works as bit player for television and movies.

Aside from Sanotosa and Ruiz, the movie also features Tart Carlos, Cherie Gil, Pilar Pilapil, Nico Antonio, Tom Rodriguez, Marlon Rivera, Vince de Jesus, among others.

Richard Yap, Marian Rivera, and Piolo Pascual appear in cameo roles.

Santos says she couldn’t have chosen a better story for her role in an indie film. Out of the many offered to her, she chose Ekstra and never looked back.

“I fell in love with the role and the story as soon as I read the script,” recalls Santos.

In her more than half-century as an actress, the now governor of Batangas has worked with movie and TV extras, playing one of them she felt what it is like to be a bit player.

“I became even more familiar with them,” she says.

Cinemalaya judges in awarding the Best Performance of an Actress cited Santos “for her bold decision to deglamorize herself and take on the lowly role of a TV and movie bit player, for her moving portrayal of the unsung hero of show business, for the polish and aplomb with which she essayed the role, and for her powerful cinematic presence.”

Vilma (whose commitment as governor prevented her from attending the awards night last Aug. 4) said, “I’m so happy that they appreciate my work. I am dedicating the award to all the bit players. Ekstra is actually my tribute to them. Without the extras, a film or a TV soap will never be complete.”

Santos finished the shoot for Ekstra in barely two weeks, sometimes staying up until the wee hours. She didn’t mind moving from one set to another at all.
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Marian Rivera remains a Kapuso

Amid rumors that she might move either to the Kapamilya or Kapatid network, Marian Rivera chose to remain a talent with GMA Network making her a Kapuso once more.

At the Manila Golf and Country Club in Forbes Park, Rivera signed anew with the Kapuso network for another three years.

GMA President and Chief Operating Officer Gilberto R. Duavit, Jr., and Chairman and Chief Executive Officer Atty. Felipe L. Gozon came early and waited for Rivera who arrived just in time for lunch. She was accompanied by her new management represented by the President of All Access to Artists, Rams David.

Apart from Gozon and Duavit, GMA Network  was represented by Entertainment TV’s Officer-in-Charge Lilybeth G. Rasonable and GMA Films President Atty. Annette Gozon-Abrogar, among others.

Atty. Felipe L. Gozon was delighted that Marian chose to remain loyal to her Kapuso family, “Mahal namin siya hindi lang bilang artista kundi bilang tao dahil napakabait ni Marian. Malayo pa ang mararating ni Marian.”

Marian reveals she is very thankful to GMA for continuously giving her good projects since she became part of the Kapuso Network seven years ago, “Napakasarap ng pakiramdam na muli akong pumirma sa GMA dahil alam naman nating napakalaki ng utang na loob ko sa GMA dahil kung hindi naman dahil sa GMA wala namang Marian Rivera ngayon.”

“Wala akong ibang pupuntahan kundi ang GMA at dito ako nabibilang, Kapuso ako at dito nagsimula ang lahat, ang Marimar, at GMA ang nagbigay sa akin nun. Walang rason na umalis ako sa GMA dahil isa lang naman ang gusto ko: ang maramdaman ang pagmamahal nila at binigay nila sa akin ‘yon. Palagi kong sasabihin na proud ako na maging Kapuso.”

Duavit saids that with Marian’s renewal of contract, the network will focus on her evolution with close cooperation and coordination with her management team so that her career further grows.

Meanwhile Ruru Madrid, Miguel Tanfelix, and Charee Pineda inked exclusive contracts with GMA Artist Center.

Madrid and Tanfelix signed a five-year deal, while Pineda just three.

Madrid is seen on the Sunday noontime show Sunday All Stars, while Tanfelix is awaiting his next project.

Pineda will be in GMA’s Akin Pa Rin ang Bukas with Lovi Poe, Rocco Nacino, Solenn Heussaff, Gary Estrada, Cesar Montano.
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